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introduction 
This report is the most recent in a series of 
publications by the Bureau of Criminal Statistics 
(BCS) on the subject of homicide in California. The 
three primary purposes served by this publication are: 
1) to provide an overview of findings pertaining to 
the crime of homicide and its victims, including 
information about persons arrested for murder and 
the system's response to these persons (types of 
dispositions and sentences received) ; 2) to monitor 
homicide data on an annual basis in order to detect 
significant year-to -year changes; and 3) to provide 
homicide information on topics of special interest, 
such as justifiable homicide. 
Primary emphasis has been placed on the crime of 
willful homicide. Factors such as homicide rate, 
victim-offender relationship, and circumstance 
contributing to the homicide are analyzed in terms of 
the personal characteristics of the victim (sex, race , 
and age). In addition to analyses pertaining to willful 
homicide crimes, other areas of analytical emphasis 
include: characteristics of persons arrested for 
murder ; response of the criminal justice system to 
adults arrested for murder; defendants sentenced to 
death; peace officers killed in the line of duty; and 
justifiable homicides, both by peace officers and 
private citizens. 
This report relies principally on charts and graphs to 
convey essential facts about homicide in California. 
These graphics, presented early in the publication, 
refer to and are based upon tables presented in the 
Data Section at the back of the report. 
Most data presented in this report were obtained 
from three independently compiled BCS data bases: 
the Automated Homicide File for data pertaining to 
both willful and justifiable homicides; the Monthly 
Arrest and Citation Register for data relevant to the 
characteristics of persons arrested for murder; and the 
Offender-Based Transaction Statistics system for 
information on types of dispositions and sentences 
received by adults arrested for murder .1 The 
California Department of Corrections identified and 
provided information on death penalty cases. 
Basic data pertaining to the years 1977, 1978, and 
1979 are presented in both raw and "analyzed" data 
tables in the Data Section. Raw data tables present 
1Tables 3- 7, 9-47, and 69- 77 were compiled from 
Automated Homicide File data. The data source for 
Tables 48- 52 was the MonthlY Arrest and Citation 
Register. The Offender-Based Transaction Statistics 
system was the source of data for Tables 53-68. 
methodology methodology 
methodolorw ;;II. 'rrratJ.oddorw 
methodology methodology 
• 
the frequency counts of most, if not all, categories of 
a given variable, including that of "unknown." 
Analyzed data tables were constructed by removing 
unknown data and combining categories to provide 
meaningful information or to emphasize observed 
relationships. The graphics displayed at the front of 
the report are based upon these analyzed tables. 
Although steps are being taken to remedy the 
situation, it should be noted that the amount of 
unknown data in some variables is considerable. In 
some instances, it is possible that inclusion of these 
data, were they known, could result in distributions 
substantially different from those shown. 
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WILLFUL HOMICIDE The Crime and Its Victims 
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The crime of willful homicide is defined by the 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as the "willful (non negligent) 
killing of one human being by another." The data 
presented in this section of the report coincide with 
that definition, and were obtained almost exclusively 
from the Automated Homicide File. Other data 
sources are indicated in the footnotes of the 
appropriate tables. 
The number of willful homicides in 1970 was 1 ,355. 
In 1979, the number had grown to 2,941 - an 
increase of 117.0 percent. These figures are 
more meaningful in the context of "population at 
risk," and in relation to other crimes against persons. 
In the context of population at risk, the number of 
willful homicide victims for each 1 oo,opo population 
grew from 6.8 in 1970 to 13.0 in 1979 -an increase 
of over 90 percent. 
In relation to other crimes against persons, it was 
found that during the 1970-1979 period, rate 
increases in willful homicide and aggravated assault 
were quite similar (91.2 versus 83.6). 
Other general findings related to the crime of willful 
homicide were that more persons were killed on 
Saturday and Sunday than on other days of the week, 
and fewer persons were killed from January through 
June than from July through December. Also, 
relatively more persons in the state's 20 
most-populated counties were victims of willful 
homicide, and homicide by handguns, than were 
persons in the 38 remaining counties. 
In addition to the crime of willful homicide, as 
discussed above, analytical emphasis of the victim 
section is based upon: 
• The relationship of personal characteristics (sex, 
race, and age) of the victim; for example, age of 
victim as a function of race. 
• The relationship between sex, race, and age of the 
victim and homicide rate, victim-offender 
relationship, time of incident (month and day), 
location of incident, type of weapon, and 
circumstance contributing to the homicide 
incident. 
The findings of this section are presented in charts 
and chart-related statements in the following 
Summary of Data. 
TABLE 1 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1970- 1979 
Number , Rate per 100,000 Population, and Annual Percent Change 
Percent Percent 
Year N umber change Rate change 
1970 1,355 a 6.8 a - -
1971 1,633 20 .5 8 .1 19.1 
1972 1,789 9 .6 8.7 7.4 
1973 1,862 4 .1 9.0 3.4 
1974 1,970 5 .8 9.4 4.4 
1975 2,196 11 .5 10.4 10.6 
1976 2,214 .8 10.3 - 1.0 
1977 2,481 12.1 11.3 9 .7 
1978 2,601 4.8 11 .7 3.5 
1979 2,941 13.1 13.0 11 .1 
' 
a Annual percent change in both number and rate is calculated from the number and rate o f the 
previous year . 
Source: Statewide Criminal Justice Profile, 1979, published by the Bureau o f Cri minal Statistics, 
Department of Justice. 
SUMMARY OF DATA: 
From 1978to 1979: 
• The number of willful homicides increased from 
2,601 to 2,941. 
• The willful homicide rate per 100,000 population 
increased from 11.7 to 13.0. 
From 1970 to 1979: 
• The number of willful homicides increased from 
1 ,355 to 2,941. 
• The willful homicide rate per 100,000 population 
increased from 6.8 to 13.0. 
• There was considerable variability in annual 
percent change figures. 
Four of the Seven Major Offenses are crimes against 
persons. They are willful homicide, forcible rape, 
robbery, and aggravated assault. 
From 1970 to 1979, the rate per 100,000 population 
for: 
• Willful homicide increased 91 .2 percent, from 6 .8 
to 13.0. 
• Forcible rape increased 53.7 percent, from 35.0 to 
53.8 . 
• Robbery increased 61.0 percent, from 207 .0 to 
333.3. 
• Aggravated assault increased 83.6 percent, from 
223.0 to 409.4. 
• •• 
CHART 1 
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 
Percent Increase in Rate per 100,000 Population 
From 1970 to 1979 
91.2% 
83.6% 
Willful 
homicide rape 
Source: Table 8 . 7 
8 
crimes,.. sex, race, and age of victim 
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CHART 2 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Distribution of Victims by Sex, Race, and Age 
SEX 
Source : Tables 9, 10, and 11. 
When 1979 data on willful homicide victims were 
analyzed by sex, race, and age, it was found that: 
• 79.6 percent were male and 20.4 percent were 
female. 
• With respect to known race, 39.0 percent were 
white; 29.8 percent were Mexican-American; and 
27.3 percent were Negro. 
• From 1977 to 1979, the proportion of white 
victims has decreased 9.0 percent and the 
proportion of Mexican-American victims has 
increased 10.3 percent from 48.0 to 39.0 and 19.5 
to 29.8 percent, respectively. The proportion of 
Negro victims was relatlvely stable. 
• 35.7 percent of the victims whose age was known 
were 24 years of age or younger, 37.6 percent 
were 25- 39 years of age, and 26.7 percent were 
40 years of age or older. 
RACE · AGE 
crimes r crimes-. . crimes sex, race, and age of v1ct1m 
CHART 3 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Sex of Victim by Race 
~i=~ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~~[~l~i~lllllllllllllllllllllllllllliillllllllll 11m11~~-~%··~ I 
source : T able 9 . Male liiiil Female D 
CHART4 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Age of Victim by Race 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
17.3% 
Q-24 liiiil 25- 39 ~~ 40 and over D 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 11. 
When 1979 data on sex of victim were analyzed 
by race, it was found that : 
• 91.0 percent of Mexican-American victims were 
male . 
• 80.6 percent of Negro victims were male. 
• 70.9 percent of white victims were male . 
• Converse ly, proportionately fewer 
Mexican-American females (9.0 percent) were 
homicide victims than either Negro or white 
females ( 19.4 and 29 .1 percent, respectively). 
When age of victim was analyzed by race, it was 
found that: 
• The largest percent (35.0) of white victims were 
40 years of age or older. 
• The largest percent (46.2) of Mexican-American 
victims were 24 years of age or younger. 
• The largest percent (43.0) of Negro victims were 
between 25 and 39 years of age. 
••• 
9 
crjmes,.. homicide rate per 100,000 population 
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CHART5 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
10 
Rate per 100,000 Population by Sex, Race, and Age 
SEX 
RACE 
AGE 
TOTAL 
Male 
Female 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
Other 
0-24 
25-39 
40 and over 
Source: Table 15. 
11111111111111111111111111111111 13•0 
The willful homicide rate in 1979 was 13.0 per 
100,000 population. Chart 5 shows willful homicide 
rates per 100,000 population for subgroups of victims 
classified by sex, race, and age. 
In 1979: 
• Males were almost four times as likely as females 
to be homicide victims {20.8 versus 5.3). 
20.8 
45.5 
20.3 
• Negroes were almost twice as likely as 
Mexican-Americans and almost six and one-half 
times as likely as whites to be homicide victims 
{45.5 versus 24.3 and 7 .1, respectively). 
• Persons 25-39 years of age were, on the average, 
about 80 percent more likely to be homicide 
victims than either younger or older persons {20.3 
versus 11.4 and 9.8, respectively) . 
• •• 
CHART 6 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender by Sex of Victim 
MALE 
FEMALE 
Source: Table 16. 
relationship of victim to offender r cr!mes cnmes crimes 
When 1979 willful homicide cr imes in which the 
relationship of the victim to the offender was known 
were analyzed by sex, it was found that : 
• Proportionately, female victims were more than 
twice as likely as male victims to be the spouse, 
parent, or child of the offender (53.6 versus 
22.0 percent). 
11 
cr!mes ,.. relationship of victim to offender 
cr1mes 
crimes 
12 
CHART 7 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender by Race of Victim 
Total 
White 
Mexican-
American 
Negro 
4.8% 
Friend, rmn 
acquaintance WlJJ Spouse, parent, ~ child ~ Gang 15m member~ 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 17. 
When the willful homicide crimes in 1979 in which 
the relationship of the victim to the offender was 
known were analyzed by race, it was found that : 
• For all races, the homicide victim was most likely 
to be a friend or acquaintance of the offender. 
This relationship was most pronounced in the case 
of Negroes ( 54.0 percent). 
Stranger D Other~ 
• The Mexican-American victim was considerably 
more likely to be a gang member (24.5 percent) 
than the white or Negro victim ( 1.8 and 
3.1 percent, respectively). and considerably 
less likely to be a spouse, parent, or child 
of the offender (18.9 percent) than the 
white or Negro victim (40.0 and 29.6 percent, 
respectively). 
• •• 
1st-20th 
Remainder 
of state 
homicide rate per 100,000 population by size of county 
cr!mes 
crsmes 
crimes 
CHARTS 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977-1979 
Average Homicide Rate per 100,000 Population by Size of County 
source: Table 21. 
When California's 58 counties were ranked by size of 
'population as of July 1, 1978, and the average 
number of homicides was calculated for each county 
over a three-year period ( 1977 -1979), it was found 
that : 
• The average homicide rate per 10Q,OOO 
population of the 20 most-populated 
counties was 58.2 percent higher than that of 
the remaining 38 counties ( 12.5 versus 7 .9) . 
••• 
13 
cr!mes, homicides by month 
cnmes 
crimes 
CHART 9 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Month of Incident 
January ttttH+ttttiltttttltttttttHtttHtHttttttttttttttttttttttittttttlttttltttttttttttittttr'l ............. lllllll 7 . 7% 
14 
February 
March 
46.4% 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
53.6% 
October 
November 
December 
Source: Table 23. 
Willful homicides increased 117.0 percent in number 
from 1970 to 1979 ( 1,355 to 2,941). This is equivalent 
to a 4.4 percent increase compounded semiannually. 
Consequently, the number of homicides known to 
have occurred in the last half of 1979 should be 
about 4.4 percent larger than in the first six months. 
However, based on the six-month figures shown in 
Chart 9 (53.6 and 46.4 percent). the number is 
15.5 percent larger. 
On the basis of this finding, it was concluded that: 
• There was a seasonal increase in willful 
homicides in 1979 greater than that attributable 
to the long·term growth trend in this crime . 
••• 
7.1% 
7.5% 
8.0% 
Percent 
30 
19.2% 
0 
Sunday Monday 
Source: Table 26. 
homicides by day of week 
CHART10 
crjmes 
cnmes 
crimes 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
20.6% 
Friday 
Total ITIIJ 
Mexican- m 
American 12221 
Saturday 
White ~~ 
Negro 0 
When 1979 willful homicides were analyzed by 
known day of incident and race of victim, it was 
found that: 
• Most willful homicides occurred on Saturday and 
Sunday (20.6 and 19.2 percent, respectively) and 
the least occurred on Tuesday and Thursday, ( 1 0.4 
and 10.2 percent, respectively). 
• 52.9 percent of Mexican-American victims were 
killed on Saturday and Sunday combined, as 
opposed to 33.2 percent of white victims and 
35.7 percent of Negro victims . 
••• 
15 
16 
crjmes,.. homicides by location . 
cnmes 
crimes 
When 1979 willful homicides were analyzed by 
known location of incident and sex, it was found 
that : 
• 35.6 percent of all homicide victims were killed at 
the victim's own residence . 
• Proportionately, almost twice as many female as 
male homicide victims were killed at the victim's 
own residence (58.1 versus 29.5 percent). 
CHART 11 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
A. Known Location of Homicide 
B. Known Location of Homicide by Sex of Victim 
=~· llllllllllllllii~jt~illlllllll!t~-:1n111111111111111111111111111111 , .. ~ ··-~ 
Source: Table 30. 
VIctim's residence E • Other D 
CHART12 
crimes · ~cr!mes 
homicides by location W crrrnes 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Location of Homicide by Race of Victim 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
VIctim's residence • 
Bar, 
parking lot, 
street, 
sidewalk 
36.2% 
28.1% 
30.1% 
Other D 
Note: Percents may not add to 100 .0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 31. 
When 1979 willful homicide crimes were analyzed by 
race of victim and known location of incident, it was 
found that: 
• Most white and Negro victims were killed at the 
victim's own residence (44.0 and 37.5 percent, 
respectively). 
• More Mexican-American victims (48.8 percent) 
were killed in a bar, parking lot, or on a street or 
sidewalk, collectively, than were white or Negro 
victims (19.9 and 32.4 percent, respectively) . 
••• 
More willful homicides were committed with firearms 
than all other types of weapons combined 
(58.9 percent). 
Firearm 
Knife 
Blunt 
object 
Personal 
weapon 
Rope 
Other, 
unknown 
CHART 13 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Type of Weapon 
58.9% 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 35. 
17 
cr!mes ..... homicides by type of weapon 
cnmes. 
crimes 
18 
SEX 
Male 
Female 
RACE 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
CHART14 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Type of Weapon by Sex and Race of Victim 
lllllllllllllllllllllllll!~~!lli!lli~frliflllllllllllll-
Firearm liiii1 
Fl rearm [ill]) Knife ~~~ 
Blunt object, ~ 
personal 
weapon, rope 
Blunt object, m personal 
weapon, rope 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source : Tables 36 and 37. 
26.7% 
25.7% 
Other D 
3.7% 
2.0% 
1.7% 
Other D 
When known type of weapon used in 1979 willful 
homicides was analyzed by sex and race of the victim, 
it was found that : 
• The percent of females killed by a blunt object, 
personal weapon (hands, fists , feet, etc.), or rope, 
collectively, was more than two and one-half times 
as great as that of males (26.6 versus 
• Regardless of sex or race , the victim was most 
likely to be killed by a firearm. 
• The percent of males killed by firearms was 
approximately one and one-third times as great as 
that of females (63.1 versus 47.7 percent). 
1 0.2 percent). 
• Whites were more likely to have been killed by 
blunt objects, personal weapons, or rope 
( 18.6 percent), than Mexican-American victims 
(8.7 percent) or Negroes (10.9 percent). 
CHART15 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
;;;~:, llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~!~~~lllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 11111111111111 ~-~~·% I 
source: Table 418. 
Handgun lJIII] Long gun D 
When 1979 willful homicides by firearm were 
analyzed by known type of firearm and county size, 
it was found that: 
• The percent of firearm homicides attributed to 
handguns in the 20 most-populated California 
counties was greater than that of the remaining 38 
counties (74.5 versus 63.0 percent). 
• Conversely, the percent of firearm homicides 
attributed to long guns (rifles and shotguns) in the 
"remainder of the state" was greater than that of 
the 20 most -populated counties (37 .0 versus 
25.5 percent). 
• •• 
19 
cr!mes ~ homicides by contributing circumstance 
cr1rnes 
crimes 
20 
CHART16 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Contributing Circumstance by Se~ of Victim 
.9% .5% 
Male 
Female 
Sex· 
related I1III1 
39.9% 
28.8% 
Burglary m Argument Ill Other D 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
source: Table 42. 
When the 2,142 willful homicide crimes in 1979 in 
which the contributing circumstance was known were 
analyzed by sex, it was found that: 
• The percent of females who were victims of 
homicides in which the contributing circumstance 
was a sex-related crime was considerably greater 
than that of males (16.0 versus .9 percent). 
• Proportionately, females were about nine times as 
likely as males to have been victims of homicides 
in which the contributing circumstance was the 
crime of burglary (4.6 versus .5 percent). 
• Males were more likely than females to be the 
victims of homicides in which the contributing 
circumstance was an argument (58.6 versus 
50.6 percent) . 
crimes ~crjmes . 
homicides by contributing circumstance 
• cr1mes 
CHART17 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Contributing Circumstance by Race of Victim 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
source: Table 43. 
Sex-related, lliill 
robbery, 
burglary 
When willful homicides in 1979 were analyzed by 
known contributing circumstance and race of the 
victim, it was ~ound that: 
• For all races, the circumstance which contributed 
most to homicides was an argument (interpersonal 
conflict). 
• On the average, whites were almost twice as likely 
as either Mexican-Americans or Negroes to have 
been victims of homicides in which the 
contributing circumstance was either a robbery, 
burglary, or sex-related crime (33.3 versus 19.4 
and 16.8 percent, respectively). 
~ Gangland, ~ 
Argument gang-related 
1.8% 
4.3% 
Other D 
• Mexican-Americans, on the average, were 
considerably more likely than either whites or 
Negroes to have been victims of homicides in 
which the contributing circumstance was either 
gang-related or gangland-related ( 18.9 versus 1.8 
and 4.3 percent, respectively). 
• On the average, Negroes were more likely than 
either whites or Mexican-Americans to have been 
victims of homicides in which the contributing 
circumstance was an argument (66.3 versus 50.7 
and 56.3 percent, respectively) . 
••• 
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ADULT ARRESTS FOR MURDER, AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
DISPOSITIONS OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
This section of the report is concerned with both the 
total arrests for murder, the unlawful killing of a 
human being with malice aforethought, in 1979, and 
the response of the criminal justice system in 1979 to 
adults arrested for murder, regardless of the year of 
arrest. Data pertaining to the response of the criminal 
justice system, that is, types of disposition and 
sentences received, were obtained from the 
Offender-Based Transaction Statistics (OBTS) system; 
data pertaining to reported arrests for murder were 
obtained from the Monthly Arrest and Citation 
Register (Arrest Register). 
The Arrest Register contains information on all 
arrests made in 1979, as reported to the Bureau by 
California law enforcement agencies. The OBTS 
system collects information on the dispositions of 
adult felony arrests occurring in the calendar year, 
regardless of the year of arrest. It is designed to 
follow the adult felony arrestee from the time of 
arrest until final disposition of the case. Final 
dispositions can occur at the law enforcement level 
(police releases); the prosecutor level (complaints 
denied); or at the lower or superior court level 
(dismissals, acquittals, or convictions). 
It is estimated that during 1979, OBTS reports were 
received for about two-thirds of the total adult felony 
arrests which received a final disposition in 1979. 
Despite underreporting, those dispositions which 
were received generally describe the annual statewide 
processing of adult felony arrestees through the 
criminal justice system. 
There were 20 persons sentenced to death in 1979. 
They are included in the "prison" category when 
type of sentence was related to convicted offense, 
prior criminal record, and existing criminal status. 
Specific information pertaining to these persons has 
been obtained from the California Department of 
Corrections and the OBTS system and is presented in 
the Death Penalty Section on page 31. 
The Summary of Data which follows is concerned 
first with the personal characteristics (sex, race, and 
age) of those arrested for murder in 1979, as obtained 
from the Arrest Register, and with the manner in 
which these characteristics relate to one another, for 
example, the distribution of age of arrestee as a 
function of race. Because of OBTS underreporting, it 
is believed that the number of arrests for murder 
reported via the Arrest Register is a better estimate of 
the number of 1979 dispositions of adults arrested 
for murder than the number actually reported via 
OBTS. 
The emphasis of the Summary of Data then shifts to 
analyses of OBTS information pertaining to: 
• The relationship between type of disposition 
[releases (by law enforcement and prosecutors, 
combined). dismissals or acquittals, and 
convictions] and personal characteristics of the 
arrestee. 
r arrests arrests arrests 
• The relationship between type of disposition 
(dismissals or acquittals and convictions) and the 
personal characteristics of those arrestees against 
whom complaints were granted. 
• The relationship between convicted offense 
(murder and "other" offenses, such as 
manslaughter, felony assault, and robbery) and the 
personal characteristics of the convicted arrestee . 
• The relationship between type of sentence 
received and the convicted offense, prior criminal 
record, and existing criminal status of the 
convicted arrestee. 
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CHART18 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
24 
Sex, Juvenile-Adult, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
Mexican-
American 
35.2% 
SEX 
RACE 
Source: Tables 48, 49, 50, and 51. 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
White 
28.9% 
Other 
2.6% 
Analysis of the characteristics of 1979 arrestees for 
murder showed that: 
• 88.3 percent were male and 11.7 percent were 
female. 
• 87.9 percent were adult and 12.1 percent were 
juvenile. 
JUVENILE-ADULT 
AGE 
• 28.9 percent were white, 35.2 percent were 
Mexican-American, 33.3 percent were Negro, and 
2.6 percent were other races. 
• 53.0 percent were 24 years of age or younger. 
35.4 percent were 25- 39 years of age, and 
11.6 percent were 40 years of age or older . 
sex, race, and age of arrestee r arrests arrests arrests 
CHART19 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
Sex by Race, Juvenile and Adult by Race, and Age by Race of Arrestee 
Sex of Arrestee by Race 
~~~ lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllii!!!~l~:lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 111i~~ 1·-l% 
Male liiiiJ Female D 
Race of Juvenile and Adult Arrestees 
Juvenile 
Adult 
mTn Mexican· ~ N ~ 
White WllJ American egro Other D 
Source: Tables 48, 50, and 51. 
When the sex of arrestees for murder was analyzed by 
race, it was found that : 
• Of white arrestees, 83.6 percent were male and 
16.4 percent were female (a ratio of about 5 to 1 ). 
• Of Mexican-American arrestees, 94.9 percent were 
male and 5.1 percent were female (a ratio of about 
19 to 1) . 
• Of Negro arrestees, 85.4 percent were male and 
14.6 percent were female (a ratio of about 6 to 1). 
When juvenile and adult arrestees for murder were 
analyzed by race, it was found that: 
• Of juvenile arrestees, more were 
Mexican-American (50.7 percent) than either 
white or Negro (22.2 and 26.5 percent, respectively). 
• Of adult arrestees, fewer were white (29.8 percent) 
than either Mexican-American or Negro (33.0 and 
34.3 percent, respectively). 
25 
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arrests ,.. sex, race, and age of arrestee 
arrests 
arrests 
Age of Arrestee by Race 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
Source: Tables 48, SO, and 51. 
When the age of arrestees for murder was analyzed by 
race, it was found that: 
• Of white arrestees, more than two and one-half 
times as many were in the youngest and middle 
age groups as the oldest age group (42 .8 and 41.8 
versus 15.4 percent). 
• Of Mexican-American arrestees, more than nine 
times as many were in the youngest age group as 
the oldest age group (64.2 versus 6.7 percent); and 
more than twice as many were in the youngest age 
group as the middle age group (64.2 versus 
29.1 percent). 
• Of Negro arrestees, about four times as many were 
in the youngest age group as the oldest age group 
(50.9 versus 12.5 percent) ; and about three times 
as many were in the middle age group as the oldest 
age group (36.6 versus 12.5 percent) . 
••• 
Chart 19 continued 
0 ·24 liiill 25·39 Ill 40 and over D 
Of 1979 dispositions of adu Its arrested for murder, 
19.4 percent were released by the police or had 
complaints against them denied, 19.6 percent were 
dismissed or acquitted, and 60.9 percent were 
convicted . When analyzed by sex, race, and age, it 
was found that: 
• Proportionately, an almost equal number of males 
and females were released ( 19.6 and 19.1 percent, 
respectively) ; relatively more females than males 
were dismissed or acquitted (23.5 versus 
19.1 percent) ; and relatively more males than 
females were convicted (61.3 versus 57.4 percent) . 
• Relatively fewer whites than Mexican-Americans 
and Negroes were released ( 17.1 versus 20.9 and 
20.8 percent, respectively). and relatively more 
were convicted (63.5 versus 58.4 and 60.5 percent, 
respectively). 
• Arrestees under 40 years of age were more likely 
to be released, dismissed, or acquitted 
(39.5 percent) than were arrestees 40 years of age 
and over (38.1 percent); and conversely, those 
arrestees under 40 years of age were somewhat less 
likely to be convicted (60.5 percent) than arrestees 
40 years of age and over (61 .9 percent). 
CHART 20 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
A. Type of Disposition 
Dismissed or 
acquitted 
19.6% 
Released 
19.4% 
Convicted 
60.9% 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 54. 
B. Type of Disposition by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
SEX 
Male 
Female 
RACE 
White 
Mexican· 
American 
Negro 
AGE 
Under40 
40andover 
17.1%:11 19 .~~ 
20.~~ ~~~;?~, ~ 
1120.8% 18.8%:~ 
lllllll~t~lilll~ 
Released IIIlll 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source : Tabl e 53A. 
61.3% 
57.4% 
63.5% 
58.4% 
60.5% 
60.5% 
61.9% 
Dismissed or ~ 
acquitted ~ Convicted D 
27 
28 
dispositions .,.,.. type of disposition 
dispositions. 
dispositions 
Of the 1979 dispositions of adults arrested for 
murder in which complaints had been granted, 
75.6 percent of the arrestees were convicted. When 
analyzed by sex, race, and age, it was found that: 
• Proportionately more males than females were 
convicted (7 6.2 versus 71.0 percent). 
• Relatively fewer Mexican-Americans 
(73.8 percent) were convicted than were whites or 
Negroes (76.7 and 76.3 percent, respectively). 
• Relatively more arrestees under 40 years of age 
were convicted (75.7 percent) than were arrestees 
40 years of age or older (74.6 percent). 
CHART 21 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND 
COMPLAINTS GRANTED 
A. Type of Disposition 
B. Type of Disposition by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
SEX 
Male 
1111111111 i fl~:m!llllll1111111 76.2% Female 71.0% 
RACE 
White lllllllllliii:lllllll~ll 76.7% Mexican- 73.8% American Negro 76.3% 
AGE 
Under40 111111111111~~1~! 111111111 75.7% 40andover 74.6% 
Dismissed or liiiil Convicted D acquitted 
Source : Table 538. 
CHART 22 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
A. Convicted Offense 
Of those adults arrested for murder and convicted in 
1979, 41.5 percent were convicted of murder, as 
opposed to lesser crimes, such as manslaughter, 
felony assault, and robbery. When analyzed by sex, 
race, and age, it was found that: 
• Males were more likely than females to be 
convicted of murder (44.9 versus 18.2 percent). 
• Proportionately fewer Mexican-Americans were 
convicted of murder (37 .4 percent) than either 
whites or Negroes (42.1 percent for both races). 
• The percent of convictions for murder varied 
inversely with age. Of those in the youngest age 
group (under 20 years of age). 49.6 percent were 
convicted of murder and of those in the oldest age 
group (40 years of age and over), 31 .9 percent 
were convicted of murder . 
••• 
B. Convicted Offense by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
SEX 
Male llllll!~~!m!llllllll:~:m:lllllllllllllllllllllll 55.1% Female 81.8% 
RACE 
White 
1111111111111111111 :!f.~~llllllllllllllll: :::: 57.9% Mexican-American 62.6% Negro 57.9% 
AGE 
::.:~, 111111111111111 !if!.ij~~ff~~[i Ill ~1111111111111111111111 50.4% 58.2% 68.1% 
Murder ITIIIJ Other D 
Source: Table 58. 
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CHART 23 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received by Convicted Offense 
11111111111111111111111111111111111 ~~ ~® 111111111111 iWilflllllllllllll 1111111111111111111111~.~ 1111111111111111 11 ... Murder Other 
Source : Table 63. 
When the type of sentence received by those adults 
arrested for murder and convicted in 1979 was 
analyzed, it was found that: 
• Considerably more of those convicted of murder 
were sentenced to prison or to the Youth 
Prison mm Other D 
or CYA UUlJ 
Authority than were those convicted of lesser 
offenses (99.1 versus 61.7 percent). 2 
CHART 24 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court by Prior Criminal Record 
:::'"~·· 111111111111111111111111111111111111 i ~ l~t:-~ IIIII ~!!~ 11111111111111111111111111111111 ~~~~iii~~~~ 7 •• % I 
Source : Table 64. Prison liiiiJ Other D 
CHART 25 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court by Existing Criminal Status 
Not under 
commitment 
On probation 
On parole 
Source : Table 65. 
When the type of sentence received by adults arrested 
for murder and convicted in superior court in 1979 
was analyzed by prior criminal record and existing 
crimina I status, it was found that: 
• The more serious the prior criminal record, the 
more likely were those convicted to be sentenced 
to prison. 
29.7% 
24.7% 
6.2% 
Prison liiiiJ Other D 
• The more serious the existing criminal status, the 
more likely were those convicted to be sent to 
prison. 
2 Prlson includes 20 death penalty cases reported via the OBTS 
system. See page 31 for additional information on death penalty 
cases. 
• •• 
DEATH PENAL TV CASES 
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This section presents information on those persons 
sentenced to death in California superior courts in 
1 979. The death penalty cases were identified by the 
California Department of Corrections, which also 
provided the information pertaining to these cases. 
The death penalty in California was found 
unconstitutional by the California Supreme Court in 
February 1972. It was reinstated in January 1974 by 
public vote, and subsequently declared 
unconstitutional by the California Supreme Court in 
March 1977. By virtue of a veto override in August 
1977, new legislation was adopted that reinstated the 
death penalty in California. 
Finally, by public vote on November 7, 1978, 
additional criteria were added to the circumstances 
by which a person could be sentenced to death. The 
criteria currently specified by Penal Code 
Section 190.2 are as follows: 
1. Intentional murder for financial gain. 
2. Multiple convictions for first or second degree 
murder. 
3. Murder perpetrated by means of destructive 
device, bomb, or explosive. 
4. Murder to prevent arrest or to effect 
escape from custody. 
5 . Murder of a peace officer or fireman ki lied 
while engaged in the performance of his duties. 
6 . Murder of a witness to prevent his testimony or 
in retaliation for testimony given. 
7. Murder of an elected or appointed official, 
judge, or prosecutor in retaliation for 
performance of his official duties. 
8. The murder was especially heinous, atrocious, 
or cruel. 
9. Murder by ambush. 
10. Murder because of the victim's race, color, 
religion, nationality, or country of origin. 
11. Murder involving torture. 
12. Murder by poison. 
13. Murder during the commission of: a) robbery, 
b) kidnapping, c) rape, d) lewd or lascivious act 
upon a child under the age of 14, e) oral 
copulation or sodomy in violation of Penal 
Code Sections 286 and 288a, f) burglary, 
g) arson, and h) train wrecking. 
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TABLE 2 
DEFENDANTS SENTENCED TO DEATH, 1979 
Sex, Race, Age, Prior Criminal Record, 
and Sentencing County 
Sex, race, age, prior criminal 
record, and sentencing county Total 
TOTAL 
Sex 
Male 
Female 
Race 
White . 
Mexican-American 
Negro 
Other .. 
Age 
Under 20 
20- 24 
25- 29 
30- 34 
35- 39 
Prior criminal record 
None . . . . . 
Miscellaneousa 
Prison 
County 
Contra Costa 
Kern .... 
Los Angeles 
Merced . 
Monterey 
Placer 
Riverside 
Sacramento 
San Bernardino 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Mateo 
Santa Clara . . 
20 
20 
0 
12 
2 
4 
2 
5 
6 
5 
3 
9 
4 
7 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
a Includes prior c riminal records of less than prison . 
Source: Cali fo rn ia Department of Corrections. 
During 1979, 20 persons convicted of first degree 
murder were sentenced to death . The sex, race, age, 
prior criminal record, and sentencing county of those 
sentenced to death are presented in Table 2. 
Of the 20 defendants sentenced to death in 1979: 
• All were male. 
• Twelve were white, two were Mexican-American , 
four were Negro, and two were other races. 
• The median age group was 25-29 years of age. 
• Nine had no prior criminal record; four had 
' 'miscellaneous" prior criminal records (less than 
prison); and seven had prior prison records . 
• Four were sentenced from Los Angeles County, 
three from Kern County, two each from San Diego 
and Santa Clara counties, and one each from the 
rema ining counties shown in t he table . 
••• 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll • 
A topic of special interest, particularly to the law 
enforcement community, is that of peace officers 
killed in the line of duty. Because of this interest, the 
subject merits the same special attention in this 
report that it has received in previous BCS homicide 
reports. Data pertaining to peace officers were 
obtained from the Automated Homicide File. 
The Summary of Data presents "peace officers 
killed" information in tabular rather than graphic 
form. This type of presentation is particularly 
suitable when the number of individuals studied is 
small and data tend to be heavily concentrated in one 
particular category. 
r 
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TABLE 3 
HOMICIDES INVOLVING PEACE OFFICERS, 1970- 1979 
34 
Peace officers 
k illed in the 
Year l ine of duty 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
Total 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
From 1970- 1979,121 peace offic~rs were killed in 
the line of duty. During the same period, 830 felons 
were justifiably killed by peace officers. Analysis of 
the data of Table 3 showed that: 
• The average annual number of peace officers killed 
was 12.1. In 1979, the number was 12. 
• The average annual number of felons killed by 
peace officers was 83. In 1979, the number was 
102. 
• The number of peace officers killed in the past 
five years ( 197 5-1979) was less than that of the 
previous five years (55 versus 66). 
20 
14 
6 
16 
10 
12 
6 
13 
12 
12 
121 
Killed by peace 
officen in 
the line of duty 
46 
93 
76 
64 
84 
87 
94 
97 
87 
102 
830 
Race of victim 
TOTAL . . . . . 
White . . . . . . 
Mexican-American 
Negro . . . . . . 
TABLE 4 
r peace officers killed peace officers killed peace officers killed 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Sex and Race of Victim 
. . 
1977 
Sex of victim 
Total Male Female 
13 13 0 
13 13 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1978 1979 
Sex of victim Sex of vict im 
Total Male Female Total Male Female 
12 
11 
0 
1 
12 0 12 12 0 
11 0 10 10 0 
0 0 1 1 0 
1 0 1 1 0 
In 1979, as in the two previous years, all peace 
officers killed were male and the great majority were 
white (83.3 percent). 
TABLE 5 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Contr ibuting 
circumstance 
TOTAL 
Criminal acts 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Drugs 
Other 
Noncriminal acts 
Argument 
Other 
Contributing Circumstance 
1977 1978 1979 
13 
11 
2 
1 
1 
7 
2 
2 
0 
12 12 
11 10 
2 2 
0 0 
0 3 
9 5 
1 2 
1 2 
0 0 
Criminal acts resulted in the deaths of 10 of 
the 12 peace officers killed in 1979. Of these, 5 
were listed as "other." This subcategory of crim inal 
acts includes ambushes, kidnappings, and traffic 
stops. It is also used when insufficient information 
is available to determine the type of crime involved . 
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TABLE 6 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Type of Weapon 
Type of weapon 1977 1978 1979 
36 
TOTAL 
Handgun 
Offender's 
Officer's 
Rifle 
Offender's 
Shotgun 
Offender's 
Other 
With respect to type of weapon used in 1979: 
• Eleven of the 12 peace officers were killed with 
firearms. 
• Handguns were responsible for 1 0 of the 11 
firearm deaths. 
• Two of the 12 peace officers were killed with their 
own handguns. 
• •• 
13 12 12 
9 10 10 
9 7 8 
0 3 2 
2 1 0 
2 1 0 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 0 1 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111! !11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
A justifiable homicide is defined by the Uniform 
Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, administered by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, as "the killing of 
a felon, by a private citizen or a peace officer, during 
the commission of a felony." The California Penal 
Code defines self-defense as a justifiable homicide, 
whereas the national UCR Program does not. 
Self-defense cases are treated as willful rather than 
justifiable homicides in this report. Justifiable 
homicides are sometimes referred to as excusable or 
noncriminal homicides. 
r 
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SEX 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
CHART 26 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS 
AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1979 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli~~!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll\1::  
Male liiii1 Female D 
RACE 
AGE 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
White liiiiJ 
7.8% 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
Mexican- ~ 
American ~ Negro ~ Unknown ~ Other D 
. 20.6% 
15.3% 
Under 20 IIIIIJ 20·29 ~~~ 30-39 ~ 40 and over D 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 70 and 74. 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
When 1979 justifiable homicides committed by peace 
officers and by private citizens were analyzed by sex, 
race, and age, it was found that: 
• Approximately 98 percent of felons killed by both 
peace officers and private citizens were male. 
• Proportionately, felons killed by private citizens 
were younger than those killed by peace officers . 
I 
\ 
,. 
r JUStifiable homicides JUStifiable homicides JUStifiable homicides 
CHART 27 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS AND 
PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1979 
Known Location of Homicide 
BY PEACE OFFICER 
Victim's residence 
Street, sidewalk 32.3% 
Other residence 
In vehicle 
Other 
BY PRIVATE CITIZEN 
Citizen's residence 
Liquor or other business 
Other 
When justifiable homicides in 1979 were analyzed by 
location, it was found that: 
14.3% 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 71 and 75. 
• The location where a felon was most frequently 
• 85.7 percent of justifiable homicides by private 
citizens occurred either in the citizen's residence 
(46.9 percent) or at a place of business 
(38.8 percent). 
killed by peace officers was either the felon's residence 
(22.6 percent) or a street or sidewalk 
(32.3 percent). 
39 
justifiable homicides ~ 
JUStifiable homicides 
JUStifiable homicides 
40 
TABLE 7 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS 
AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1979 
Percent Distribution of Type of Weapon 
Total Handgun 
Peace officers 
- . . . 100.0 76.5 
Private citizens . . .. 100.0 61 .7 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 72 and 76. 
When type of weapon used by peace officers and 
private citizens in justifiable homicides in 1979 was 
analyzed, it was found that: 
• Felons were most frequently killed by handguns, 
both by peace officers and private citizens (76.5 
and 61.7 percent, respectively). 
Type of weapon 
Firearm-
Rifle Shotgun unknown 
1.0 14.7 6 .9 
11 .7 11.7 8.3 
• Proportionately, shotguns were used more 
frequently by peace officers than by private 
citizens (14.7 versus 11.7 percent). 
Other 
1.0 
6 .7 
• Combined, rifles and firearms of unknown type 
accounted for 20.0 percent of justifiable homicides 
by private citizens and 7.9 percent by peace 
officers. 
BY PEACE OFFICER 
Felon attacked 
peace officer 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime 
Felon resisted 
arrest 
Other 
BY PRIVATE CITIZEN 
Felon attacked 
citizen 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime 
Source : Tables 73 and 77. 
CHART 28 
r
Justifiable homicides 
JUStifiable homicides 
JUStifiable homicides 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS 
AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1979 
Known Contributing Circumstance 
61.6% 
78.3% 
• For justifiable homicides by peace officers in 
1979, the most frequent contributing 
circumstances were the attacking of a peace officer 
by a felon (61.6 percent) and a felon killed in the 
commission of a crime (17.2 percent). 
• For justifiable homicides by private citizens in 
1979, contributing circumstances were a felon killed 
in the commission of a crime (78.3 percent) and a 
felon attacking a citizen (21.7 percent) . 
••• 
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Year Population 
1970 20,003,000 
1971 20,265,000 
1972 20,524,000 
1973 20,741,000 
1974 20,933,000 
1975 21,113,000 
1976 21 ,520,000 
1977 21,896,000 
1978 22,297 ,000 
1979 22,694,000 
Percent change 
in rate from : 
1970 to 1979 
1978 to 1979 
Percent change 
in number from: 
1970 to 1979 
1978 to 1979 .. 
TABLE 8 
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS, 1970- 1979 
Number and Rate per 100,000 Population 
Crimes against persons 
Total Will ful hom icide Forcible rape Robbery 
Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 
94,347 471 .7 1,355 6.8 6,992 35.0 41 ,397 207.0 
104,489 515.6 1,633 8 .1 7,281 35.9 47,477 234.3 
110,680 539.3 1,789 8 .7 8,131 39.6 48,834 237.9 
116,506 561 .7 1,862 9.0 8 ,349 40.3 49,524 238.8 
127,469 608.9 1,970 9.4 8,480 40.5 52,742 252.0 
138,400 655.5 2,196 10.4 8,787 41.6 59,747 283.0 
143,507 666.9 2,214 10.3 9,552 44.4 59,132 274.8 
152,827 698.0 2,481 11 .3 10,715 48.9 62,207 284.1 
164,751 738 .9 2,601 11 .7 11,249 50.5 67,920 ·304.6 
183.704 809.5 2,941 13.0 12,199 53.8 75,649 333.3 
71.6 91 .2 53.7 61.0 
9.6 11 .1 6.5 9.4 
94.7 117.0 74.5 82.7 
11.5 13.1 8.4 11.4 
Note: Californ ia populat ion figures are estimates obtained from the Department of Finance. 
Aggravated assault 
Number Rate 
44,603 223.0 
48,098 237.3 
51,926 253.0 
56.771 · 273.7 
64,277 307.1 
67,670 320.5 
72,609 337.4 
77,424 353.6 
82,981 372.2 
92,915 409.4 
83.6 
10.0 
108.3 
12.0 
Source: Statewide Criminal Justice Profile, 1979, published bY the Bureau of Criminal Statistics, Department of Justice. 
Race of victim Total 
TOTAL 
Number 2,481 
Percent 100.0 
White 
Number . . . . 1,184 
Percent ... - 100.0 
Mexican· American 
Number 482 
Percent . . . . 100.0 
Negro 
Number 723 
Percent 100.0 
Other 
Number . . 80 
Percent . . 100.0 
Unknown 
Number 12 
Percent 100.0 
TABLE 9 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Sex of Victim Distributed by Race 
1977 1978 
Sex of victim Sex of victim 
Male Female Total Male Female 
1,835 646 2,601 2,027 574 
74.0 26.0 100.0 77.9 22.1 
818 366 1,154 822 332 
69.1 30.9 100.0 71.2 28.8 
408 74 649 588 61 
84.6 15.4 100.0 90.6 9.4 
539 184 695 540 155 
74.6 25.4 100.0 77 .7 22.3 
62 18 86 63 23 
77 .5 22.5 100.0 73 .3 26.7 
8 4 17 14 3 
- - 100.0 - -
Note: Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 5 0 . 
Source: Tables 12, 13, and 14. 
1979 
Sex of victim 
Total Male Female 
2,941 2,341 600 
100.0 79.6 20.4 
1,139 808 331 
100.0 70.9 29 .1 
87 1 793 78 
100.0 91 .0 9.0 
797 642 155 
100.0 80.6 19.4 
113 80 33 
100.0 70.8 29.2 
21 18 3 
100.0 - -
TABLE 10 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Distribution of Victims by Race 
1977 1978 1979 
Race of victim Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL a .. . . 2,469 100.0 2 ,584 100.0 2 ,920 
White .. . . 1,184 48.0 1,154 44.7 1,139 
Mexican-American 482 19.5 649 25.1 871 
Negro 723 29.3 695 26.9 797 
Other .. 80 3.2 86 3.3 113 
aThls table excludes 21 victims in 1979, 17 victims In 1978, and 12 victims in 1977 whose race was unknown. 
Source: Tables 12, 13, and 14. 
TABLE 11 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978,AND 1979 
Known Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
1977 1978 1979 
Percent 
100.0 
39.0 
29.8 
27.3 
3.9 
Age of victim Age of victim Age of victim 
Race of victim Total 0- 24 25-39 40 and over Total 0-24 25- 39 40 and over Total 0-24 
TOTAL 
Numbera 2,445 872 863 710 2,530 885 909 736 2,874 1,026 
Percent 100.0 35.7 35.3 29.0 100.0 35 .0 35.9 29.1 100.0 35.7 
White 
Number • 0 • • 1,172 384 355 433 1,122 339 350 433 1,108 337 
Percent ... . 100.0 32.8 30.3 36.9 100.0 30.2 31.2 38.6 100.0 30.4 
Mexican-American 
Number 474 235 176 63 635 309 217 109 861 398 
Percent • 0 • • 100.0 49.6 37.1 13.3 100.0 48 .7 34.2 17.2 100.0 46.2 
Negro 
Number 715 227 301 187 685 209 302 174 789 253 
Percent 100.0 31 .7 42.1 26.2 100.0 30.5 44.1 25.4 100.0 32.1 
Other 
Number 80 24 29 27 81 26 37 18 110 35 
Percent 100.0 30.0 36.2 33.8 100.0 32.1 45.7 22.2 100.0 31.8 
Unknown 
Number 4 2 2 0 7 2 3 2 6 3 
Percent 100.0 - - - 100.0 - - - 100.0 -
aThis table excludes 67 victims in 1979,71 victims in 1978, and 36 victims in 1977 whose age was unknown . 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50 . 
Source: Tables 12, 13, and 14. 
25-39 40 and over 
1,082 766 
37.6 26.7 
383 388 
34.6 35.0 
314 149 
36.5 17.3 
339 197 
43.0 25.0 
43 32 
39.1 29.1 
3 0 
-
-
47 
48 
Total 
Sex and age 
of victim Number Percent 
TOTAL 2.481 100.0 
0-14 138 5.6 
15- 19 307 12.4 
20-24 427 17.2 
25- 29 391 15.8 
30-34 267 10.8 
35-39 205 8 .3 
40-44 163 6.6 
45- 49 103 4.2 
50- 54 115 4 .6 
55- 99 329 13.3 
Unknown 36 1.5 
Male 1,835 100.0 
0- 14 69 3.8 
15-19 203 11.1 
20- 24 315 17.2 
25- 29 301 16.4 
30- 34 219 11.9 
35-39 164 8.9 
40- 44 132 7.2 
45-49 79 4.3 
50- 54 92 5.0 
55-99 231 12.6 
Unknown 30 1.6 
Female 646 100.0 
0- 14 69 10.7 
15- 19 104 16.1 
20- 24 112 17.3 
25- 29 90 13.9 
30- 34 48 7.4 
35- 39 41 6.3 
40- 44 31 4.8 
45- 49 24 3.7 
50- 54 23 3.6 
55- 99 98 15.2 
Unknown 6 .9 
TABLE12 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Sex and Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,184 100.0 482 100.0 723 100.0 
61 5.2 23 4 .8 49 6.8 
136 11.5 105 21.8 56 7.7 
187 15.8 107 22.2 122 16.9 
154 13.0 92 19.1 133 18.4 
116 9.8 45 9.3 97 13.4 
85 7.2 39 8.1 71 9.8 
75 6.3 26 5.4 58 8.0 
47 4.0 16 3.3 37 5.1 
67 5.7 12 2.5 31 4 .3 
244 20.6 9 1.9 61 8 .4 
12 1.0 8 1.7 8 1.1 
818 100.0 408 100.0 539 100.0 
32 3.9 10 2.5 24 4.5 
73 8.9 88 21 .6 34 6.3 
130 16.0 91 22.3 85 15.8 
106 13.0 88 21 .6 100 18.6 
92 11.2 39 9.6 80 14.8 
65 7.9 35 8.6 58 10.8 
60 7.3 20 4.9 48 8.9 
39 4.8 8 2.0 29 5.4 
50 6.1 12 2.9 26 4.8 
164 20.0 9 2.2 48 8.9 
7 .9 8 2.0 7 1.3 
366 100.0 74 100.0 184 100.0 
29 7.9 13 17.6 25 13.6 
63 17.2 17 23.0 22 12.0 
57 15.6 16 21.6 37 20.1 
48 13.1 4 5.4 33 17.9 
24 6.6 6 8 .1 17 9.2 
20 5.5 4 5 .4 13 7.1 
15 4.1 6 8 .1 10 5.4 
8 2.2 8 10.8 8 4.3 
17 4 .6 0 .0 5 2.7 
80 21.9 0 .0 13 7.1 
5 1.4 0 .0 1 .5 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distr ibutions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
80 100.0 12 100.0 
3 3.8 2 -
10 12.5 0 -
11 13.8 0 -
11 13.8 1 -
9 11 .2 0 -
9 11.2 1 -
4 5.0 0 -
3 3.8 0 -
5 6.2 0 -
15 18.8 0 -
0 .0 8 -
62 100.0 8 100.0 
3 4.8 0 -
8 12.9 0 -
9 14.5 0 -
7 11.3 0 -
8 12.9 0 -
6 9.7 0 -
4 6.5 0 -
3 4.8 0 -
4 6.5 0 -
10 16.1 0 -
0 .0 8 -
18 100.0 4 100.0 
0 - 2 -
2 
- 0 -
2 - 0 -
4 - 1 -
1 - 0 -
3 - 1 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
1 - 0 -
5 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
i 
I 
t 
' 
, 
. 
Total 
Sex and age 
of victim Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,601 100.0 
0-14 132 5.1 
15- 19 287 11.0 
20- 24 466 17.9 
25-29 424 16.3 
30-34 296 11.4 
35- 39 189 7.3 
40-44 166 6.4 
45-49 146 5.6 
50- 54 117 4 .5 
55- 99 307 11.8 
Unknown 71 2.7 
Male . • 2,027 100.0 
0-14 79 3.9 
15- 19 223 11.0 
20-24 378 18.6 
25- 29 339 16.7 
30-34 238 11.7 
35-39 158 7.8 
40-44 138 6.8 
45- 49 123 6 .1 
50-54 89 4.4 
55- 99 210 10.4 
Unknown 52 2.6 
Female 574 100.0 
0- 14 53 9.2 
15- 19 64 11.1 
20- 24 88 15.3 
25- 29 85 14.8 
30- 34 58 10.1 
35- 39 31 " 5.4 
40- 44 28 4.9 
45- 49 23 4 .0 
50- 54 28 4 .9 , 
55- 99 97 16.9 
Unknown 19 3.3 
TABLE 13 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Sex and Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 
59 5.1 34 5.2 30 4.3 
101 8 .8 122 18.8 58 8 .3 
179 15.5 153 23.6 121 17.4 
159 13.8 111 17.1 135 19.4 
114 9.9 66 10.2 103 14.8 
77 6.7 40 6.2 64 9.2 
75 6.5 37 5.7 54 7.8 
74 6.4 31 4.8 36 5.2 
69 6 .0 15 2.3 29 4 .2 
215 18.6 26 4 .0 55 7.9 
32 2.8 14 2.2 10 1.4 
822 100.0 588 100.0 540 100.0 
41 5.0 19 3.2 13 2.4 
61 7.4 119 20.2 39 7.2 
126 15.3 146 24.8 97 18.0 
115 14.0 102 17.3 107 19.8 
85 10.3 60 10.2 84 15.6 
63 7.7 35 6.0 52 9 .6 
58 7.1 34 5.8 46 8 .5 
59 7 .2 29 4 .9 31 5 .7 
51 6 .2 12 2.0 22 4.1 
142 17.3 20 3.4 41 7.6 
21 2.6 12 2.0 8 1.5 
332 100.0 61 100.0 155 100.0 
18 5.4 15 24.6 17 11.0 
40 12.0 3 4 .9 19 12.3 
53 16.0 7 11.5 24 15.5 
44 13.3 9 14.8 28 18.1 
29 8.7 6 9.8 19 12.3 
14 4.2 5 8 .2 12 7.7 
17 5.1 3 4.9 8 5.2 
15 4.5 2 3.3 5 3.2 
18 5.4 3 4.9 7 4.5 
73 22.0 6 9.8 14 9.0 
11 3.3 2 3.3 2 1.3 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
86 100.0 17 100.0 
8 9 .3 1 -
5 5.8 1 -
13 15.1 0 -
17 19.8 2 -
12 14.0 1 -
8 9.3 0 -
0 .0 0 -
4 4.7 1 -
4 4 .7 0 -
10 11 .6 1 -
5 5.8 10 
-
63 100.0 14 100.0 
5 7.9 1 -
3 4 .8 1 
-
9 14.3 0 -
14 22.2 1 -
8 12.7 1 -
8 12.7 0 -
0 .0 0 -
3 4.8 1 -
4 6.3 0 -
6 9.5 1 -
3 4 .8 8 -
23 100.0 3 100.0 
3 - 0 -
2 - 0 -
4 - 0 -
3 - 1 -
4 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
1 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
4 - 0 -
2 - 2 -
49 
50 
Total 
Sex and age 
of victim Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,941 100.0 
0- 14 132 4.5 
15-19 328 11.2 
20-24 566 19.2 
25- 29 508 17.3 
30-34 346 11.8 
35-39 228 7.8 
40-44 189 6.4 
45-49 172 5.8 
50- 54 114 3.9 
55-99 291 9.9 
Unknown 67 2.3 
Male .. 2,341 100.0 
0-14 72 3.1 
15- 19 265 11.3 
20-24 470 20.1 
25- 29 408 17.4 
30- 34 287 12.3 
35-39 181 7.7 
40- 44 150 6.4 
45-49 134 5.7 
50-54 98 4.2 
55- 99 225 9.6 
Unknown 51 2.2 
Female 600 100.0 
0- 14 60 10.0 
15- 19 63 10.5 
20- 24 96 16.0 
25- 29 100 16.7 
30- 34 59 9.8 
35- 39 47 7.8 
40- 44 39 6.5 
45- 49 38 6.3 
50-..54 16 2.7 
55- 99 66 11.0 
Unknown 16 2.7 
TABLE 14 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Sex and Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,139 100.0 871 100.0 797 100.0 
69 6.1 24 2.8 34 4.3 
100 8.8 139 16.0 75 9.4 
168 14.7 235 27.0 144 18.1 
174 15.3 154 17.7 162 20.3 
118 10.4 . 100 11.5 115 14.4 
91 8.0 60 6.9 62 7.8 
79 6.9 47 5.4 58 7.3 
80 7.0 46 5.3 40 5.0 
59 5.2 19 2.2 31 3.9 
170 14.9 37 4.2 68 8.5 
31 2.7 10 1.1 8 1.0 
808 100.0 793 100.0 642 100.0 
37 4.6 16 2.0 16 2.5 
69 8.5 127 16.0 63 9.8 
115 14.2 223 28.1 118 18.4 
123 15.2 141 17.8 131 20.4 
86 10.6 95 12.0 95 14.8 
67 8.3 55 6.9 48 7.5 
56 6.9 39 4.9 51 7.9 
56 6.9 40 5.0 33 5.1 
51 6.3 18 2.3 24 3.7 
126 15.6 31 3.9 58 9.0 
22 2.7 8 1.0 5 .8 
331 100.0 78 100.0 155 100.0 
32 9.7 8 10.3 18 11.6 
31 9.4 12 15.4 12 7.7 
53 16.0 12 15.4 26 16.8 
51 15.4 13 16.7 31 20.0 
32 9.7 5 6.4 20 12.9 
24 7.3 5 6.4 14 9.0 
23 6.9 8 10.3 7 4.5 
24 7.3 6 7.7 7 4.5 
8 2.4 1 1.3 7 4.5 
44 13.3 6 7.7 10 6.5 
9 2.7 2 2.6 3 1.9 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
113 100.0 21 100.0 
5 4.4 0 -
13 11.5 1 -
17 15.0 2 -
17 15.0 1 -
12 10.6 1 -
14 12.4 1 -
5 4.4 0 -
6 5.3 0 -
5 4.4 0 -
16 14.2 0 -
3 2.7 15 -
80 100.0 18 100.0 
3 3.8 0 -
6 7.5 0 -
12 15.0 2 -
12 15.0 1 -
10 12.5 1 -
10 12.5 1 -
4 5.0 0 -
5 6.2 0 -
5 6.2 0 -
10 12.5 0 -
3 3.8 13 -
33 100.0 3 100.0 
2 6.1 0 -
7 21.2 1 -
5 15.2 0 -
5 15.2 0 -
2 6.1 0 -
4 12.1 0 -
1 3.0 0 -
1 3.0 0 -
0 .0 0 -
6 18.2 0 -
0 .0 2 -
TABLE 15 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Rate per 100,000 Population Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age 
Sex, race, and age Percent Population Vict ims Rate 
TOTAL . . .. . 100.00 22,694,000 2,941a 13.0 
Sex 
Male 49.71b 11,281,187 2,341 20.8 
Female 50.29 11.412,813 600 5.3 
Race 
White . .. . . 
. d. 71 .52c 16,230,749 1,154 7.1 
Mexican-American 15.84 3 ,594,730 874 24.3 
Negro 7 .74 1,756,516 799 45.5 
Other . . . . . . . 4.90 1,112,006 114 10.3 
Age 
0- 24 40.76 9,250,074 1,053 11.4 
25-39 . . 23.86 5.414,788 1,098 20.3 
40 and aver 35.38 8,029,137 790 9.8 
aTh ls figure includes 21 victims whose race was unknown and 67 victims whose age was unknown. These "unknowns" are d istributed 
bproportlonately among the several racial groups and age groups, respectively. 
Percent distributions of Cal ifornians by sex and age were obtained from Department of Finance population estimates as of July 1, 
1979. These percents were applied to the total population estimate of 22,694,000 used bY the Bureau of Criminal Statistics in 1979 
to calculate the subpopulation figures shown for sex and age, respectively. 
cThis percent distribution of Californ ians by race was obtained from a survey conducted bY the United States Bureau of the Census in 
1976. It was applied to the total population estimate of 22,694,000 used by the Bureau of Criminal Statistics in 1979 to calculate 
dthe subpopulation figures shown by race. 
For purposes of analysis, those persons classified as Spanish by the Bureau of the Census are classified as Mexican-American. 
TABLE16 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1977 1978 1979 
Sex of Spouse, Spouse, Spouse , 
victim Total parent, child Other Total parent, ch ild Other Total parent, child Other 
TOTAL 
Number .. 1.447 327 1,121 1,009 277 732 965 300 665 
Percent . . 100.0 22.5 77.5 100.0 27.5 72.5 100.0 31.1 68.9 
Male 
Number . . 1,056 159 897 722 150 572 687 151 536 
Percent .. 100.0 15.1 84.9 100.0 20.8 79.2 100.0 22 .0 78.0 
Female 
Number . . 391 167 224 287 127 160 278 149 129 
Percent . . 100.0 42.7 57.3 100.0 44.3 55.7 100.0 53 .6 46.4 
Source: Tables 18, 19, and 20. 
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TABLE 17 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race of Victim 
---
1977 1978 
Friend, Spouse, Friend, Spouse, 
acquaint- parent, Gang acquaint- parent, Gang 
Race of vict im Total ance child member Stranger Other Total ance child member Stranger Other Total 
TOTAL 
Number . . .. 1.447 744 326 111 221 45 1,009 425 277 76 165 66 965 
Percent . . . . 100.0 51.4 22.5 7.7 15.3 3.1 100.0 42.1 27.5 7.5 16.4 6.5 100.0 
White 
Number . .. . 655 286 176 34 130 29 480 193 142 14 99 32 400 
Percent .... 100.0 43.7 26.9 5.2 19.8 4.4 100.0 40.2 29.6 2 .9 20.6 6.7 100.0 
Mexican-American 
Number . . . . 277 143 26 65 36 7 191 69 31 50 33 8 233 
Percent . . .. 100.0 51.6 9.4 23.5 13.0 2.5 100.0 36.1 16.2 26.2 17.3 4.2 100.0 
Negro 
Number . . . . 469 298 112 8 44 7 297 152 90 9 23 23 291 
Percent . . .. 100.0 63.5 23.9 1.7 9.4 1.5 100.0 51 .2 30.3 3.0 7.7 7.7 100.0 
Other 
Number . . . . 44 16 11 4 11 2 39 10 13 3 10 3 40 
Percent . . .. 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 
Unknown 
Number . .. . 2 1 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 
Percent . ... 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 
--- -- - -----
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 18, 19, and 20. 
1979 
Friend, Spouse, 
acquaint- parent, Gang 
ance child member Stranger Other 
438 300 74 107 46 
45.4 31 .1 7.7 11.1 4 .8 
166 160 7 45 22 
41.5 40.0 1.8 11.2 5 .5 
98 44 57 24 10 
42.1 18.9 24.5 10.3 4.3 
157 86 9 28 11 
54.0 29 .6 3.1 9.6 3 .8 
16 10 1 10 3 
- - - - -
1 0 0 0 0 
- - - - -
~-
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TABLE18 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim Sex of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown Male Female 
Relationship Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL ... . . . . . . 2,481 100.0 1,184 100.0 482 100.0 723 100.0 80 100.0 12 100.0 1,835 100.0 646 100.0 
Friend, acquaintance .. 744 30.0 286 24.2 143 29.7 298 41.2 16 20.0 1 - 588 32.0 156 24.1 
Spouse • •• • •• • • 0 193 7.8 102 8.6 14 2.9 71 9.8 5 6.2 1 - 74 4.0 119 18.4 
Parent, child ...... 108 4.4 63 5.3 10 2.1 32 4.4 3 3.8 0 - 65 3.5 43 6.7 
Brother, s1ster . .. ... 25 1.0 11 .9 2 .4 9 1.2 3 3.8 0 - 20 1.1 5 .8 
Other relative . . .... 32 1.3 16 1.4 7 1.5 7 1.0 2 2.5 0 - 20 1.1 12 1.9 
Stranger .... .. ... 221 8.9 130 11.0 36 7.5 44 6.1 11 13.8 0 - 172 9.4 49 7.6 
Gang member . .. . .. 111 4.5 34 2.9 65 13.5 8 1.1 4 5.0 0 - 104 5.7 7 1.1 
Peace officer • • 0 •• • 13 .5 13 1.1 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 13 .7 0 .0 
Unknown . . . ... . . 1,034 41.7 529 44.7 205 42.5 254 35.1 36 45.0 10 - 779 42.5 255 39.5 
1....... --- --- - --
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
TABLE19 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES,1978 
Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
--~--
- ---- ------ -- - -----
Race of victim Sex of victim 
Total White Mexican -American Negro Other Unknown Male Female 
Relationsh ip Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . . . .. . . . 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 86 100.0 17 100.0 2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
Friend, acquaintance .. 425 16.3 193 16.7 69 10.6 152 21.9 10 11.6 1 - 309 15.2 116 20.2 
Spouse . . ... .. .. 174 6.7 88 7.6 16 2.5 66 9.5 4 4.7 0 - 80 3." 94 16.4 
Parent, child . . .... 103 4.0 54 4.7 15 2.3 24 3.5 9 10.5 1 - 70 3.5 33 5.7 
Brother, sister . .... . 17 .7 6 .5 2 .3 7 1.0 2 2.3 0 - 12 .6 5 .9 
Other relative • 0 •••• 37 1.4 15 1.3 6 .9 15 2.2 1 1.1 0 - 32 1.6 5 .9 
Stranger . . . . . • . . • 165 6.3 99 8.6 33 5.1 23 3.3 10 11.6 0 - 131 6.5 34 5.9 
Gang member . _ . . . . 76 2.9 14 1.2 50 7.7 9 1.3 3 3.5 0 - 76 3.7 0 .0 
Peace officer . . . . . . 12 .5 11 1.0 0 .0 1 .1 0 .0 0 - 12 .6 0 .0 
Unknown o ' o o o o I o 1,592 61.2 674 58.4 4458 70.6 398 57.3 47 54.7 15 - 1,305 64.4 287 50.0 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distr ibut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
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TABLE 20 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Relationship Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL ......... 2,941 100.0 1,139 100.0 871 100.0 797 100.0 113 100.0 21 100.0 
Friend, acquaintance .. 438 14.9 166 14.6 98 11.3 157 19.7 16 14.2 1 -
Spouse ....... . . 187 6.4 100 8.8 25 2.9 59 7.4 3 2.7 0 -
Parent, ch ild ...... 94 3.2 50 4.4 16 1.8 22 2.8 6 5.3 0 -
Brother, sister . . . . . . 19 .6 10 .9 3 .3 5 .6 1 .9 0 -
Other relative . . . . . . 34 1.2 12 1.1 9 1.0 10 1.3 3 2.7 0 -
Stranger .... . . ... 107 3.6 45 4.0 24 2.8 28 3.5 10 8.8 0 -
Gang member . . .. . . 74 2.5 7 .6 57 6.5 9 1.1 1 .9 0 -
Peace officer . . .... 12 .4 10 .9 1 .1 1 .1 0 .0 0 -
Unknown ... . .... 1,976 67.2 739 64.9 638 73.2 506 63.5 73 64.6 20 -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,341 100.0 600 100.0 
339 14.5 99 16.5 
75 3.2 112 18.7 
59 2.5 35 5.8 
17 .7 2 .3 
23 1.0 11 1.8 
90 3.8 17 2.8 
72 3.1 2 .3 
12 .5 0 .0 
1,654 70.7 322 53.7 
TABLE 21 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977-1979 
Average Homicide Rate per 100,000 Population by Size of County 
Population Victims Average 
Size of county July 1, 1978 1977- 1979 rate a 
TOTAL 22,297,000 8,023 12.0 
1st - 20thb 19,934,300 7,466 12.5 
Remainder of state 2,362,700 557 7.9 
aThe average rate for each county group was calculated on the basis of the estimated county group population as of July 1, 1g79 and 
bthe three-year average number of willful homicide victims (1977- 1979). 
County groups are based on county population esti mates as of July 1, 1978. 1st- 20th is composed of the largest counties ranked in 
order of magnitude of population . These counties are Los Angeles, Orange, San Oiego, Santa Clara, Alameda, San Bernardino, 
Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra Costa, San Mateo, Riverside, Fresno, Ventura, Kern, San Joaquin, Santa Barbara, Monterey, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, and Marin. 
Source : Table 22 . 
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County 
TOTAL 
Alameda 
Alpine 
Amador . 
Butte .. 
Calaveras 
Colusa 
Contra Costa 
Del Norte 
El Dorado 
Fresno .. 
Glenn 
Humboldt 
Imperial 
lnyo 
Kern 
Kings 
Lake 
Lassen 
Los Angeles 
Madera 
Marin .. 
Mariposa 
Mendocino 
Merced 
Modoc 
Mono 
Monterey 
Napa 
Nevada 
Orange 
Placer 
. ·-
Plumas 
Riverside 
Sacramento 
San Benito 
San Bernardino 
San Diego . . 
San Francisco 
San Joaquin 
San Luis Obispo 
San Mateo 
Santa Barbara 
Santa Clara 
Santa Cruz 
Shasta 
Sierra .. 
Siskiyou 
Solano 
Sonoma 
Stanislaus 
Sutter . 
Tehama 
Trinity 
Tulare 
Tuolumne 
Ventura 
Yolo 
Yuba 
TABLE 22 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977-1979 
Average Rate per 100,000 Population by County 
Population Average 
July 1, 1978 rate a Total 
22,297,000 12.0 8,023 
1,101,900 12.9b 427 
1,000 1 
17,900 - 1 
131,800 6.8 28 
18,200 - 6 
13,000 - 6 
613,400 7.7 141 
17,100 - 4 
75,000 - 13 
477,700 17.8 256 
20,700 - 8 
107,400 - 15 
89,500 10.1 28 
17,900 - 8 
368,700 15.5 171 
71,000 - 16 
31,700 - 7 
19,900 - 7 
7,108,300 17.7 3,784 
52,900 - 18 
222,900 4.5 30 
10,300 - 2 
63,900 - 9 
125,400 9.6 37 
8,600 - 2 
8,200 - 1 
275,000 10.5 88 
94,000 - 12 
44,500 - 12 
1,832,500 4.4 239 
106,500 7.5 23 
15,700 - 2 
606,200 12.4 224 
738,500 11.0 242 
21,400 - 9 
772,600 14.5 336 
1,738,000 7.1 370 
658,700 18.8 373 
313,700 17.9 167 
140,000 6.4 28 
585,100 6.8 121 
292,500 4.8 43 
1,227,500 5.9 216 
173,900 4.6 25 
108,600 - 18 
3,400 - 1 
38,000 
- 11 
208,300 6.7 42 
271,600 5.9 47 
247,400 9.7 73 
49,200 - 9 
36,200 - 6 
11 ,700 - 4 
224 ,700 12.9 88 
31,500 - 11 
482,100 8 .1 118 
106,200 8 .5 26 
47,500 - 13 
1977 1978 1979 
2,481 2,601 2,941 
137 147 143 
1 0 0 
0 0 1 
12 5 11 
1 1 4 
2 2 2 
51 38 52 
1 2 1 
5 5 3 
102 73 81 
2 3 3 
5 4 6 
6 6 16 
0 6 2 
50 62 59 
4 4 8 
2 1 4 
5 0 2 
1,117 1,232 1,435 
5 6 7 
12 10 8 
2 0 0 
1 2 6 
13 16 8 
1 0 1 
0 1 0 
38 17 33 
5 4 3 
3 5 4 
71 77 91 
9 8 6 
1 1 0 
73 70 81 
65 95 82 
2 0 7 
104 112 120 
113 117 140 
141 119 113 
48 55 64 
6 8 14 
40 40 41 
13 10 20 
67 75 74 
8 6 11 
10 6 2 
0 0 1 
4 3 4 
9 13 20 
11 17 19 
21 26 26 
2 2 5 
1 4 1 
2 2 0 
29 34 25 
3 6 2 
29 32 57 
12 6 8 
4 5 4 
aThe average rate for each county was calcul ated o n the basis o f the es tt mated population as of July 1, 1978 and the three-yea r average 
bn u mber of willful homicides (1977-1979). Popu lation es t ima tes were obta ined from the Department of Finance _ 
The ra te was not calculated w hen th e total num be r o f homici des duri n g 1977- 1 979 was less than 20. 
Month of incident 
TOTAL 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Total .. 
January-June 
.July-December 
TABLE 23 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Percent Distribution by Known Month of Incident 
1977 1978 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,471 100.0 2,593 100.0 
205 8.3 199 7.7 
169 6.8 194 7.5 
173 7.0 222 8.6 
204 8.3 205 7.9 
202 8.2 203 7.8 
192 7.8 211 8 .1 
206 8.3 226 8.7 
228 9.2 233 9 .0 
216 8.7 224 8.6 
206 8.3 214 8 .3 
211 8.5 226 8 .7 
259 10.5 236 9 .1 
2,471 100.0 2,593 100.0 
1,145 46.3 1,234 47 .6 
1,326 53.7 1,359 52.4 
1979 
Number Percent 
2,932 100.0 
226 7.7 
207 7 .1 
230 7.8 
219 7.5 
243 8.3 
236 8.0 
239 8 .2 
246 8.4 
262 8.9 
249 8.5 
279 9.5 
296 10.1 
2,932 100.0 
1,361 46.4 
1,571 53.6 
Notes: Th is table excludes 9 victims In 1979, 8 victims In 1978, and 10 victims In 1977 for whom the month of Incident result ing In 
death was unknown. 
Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 24 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim Total Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
TOTAL 
Number 1,682 309 228 214 184 180 219 348 
Percent 100.0 18.4 13.6 12.7 10.9 10.7 13.0 20.7 
White 
Number . . 768 116 120 109 89 86 109 139 
Percent . . 100.0 15.1 15.6 14.2 11 .6 11 .2 14.2 18.1 
Mexican-American 
Number 338 86 36 35 27 27 43 84 
Percent .. 100.0 25.4 10.7 10.4 8.0 8.0 
I 
12.7 24 .9 
Negro 
Number 516 96 59 65 58 61 62 115 
Percent 100.0 18.6 11.4 12.6 11.2 11 .8 12.0 22 .3 
Other 
Number 59 11 13 5 10 6 4 10 
Percent 100.0 18.6 22.0 8 .5 16.9 10.2 6 .8 16.9 
Unknown 
Number 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Pe rcent distributions are not calcu lated when the base number is less than 50 . 
Source: Table 27 . 
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TABLE 25 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim Total Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
TOTAL 
Number 1,540 296 194 177 197 183 
Percent 100.0 19.2 12.6 11.5 12.8 11.9 
White 
Number .... 653 99 85 78 88 83 
Percent .. . 100.0 15.2 13.0 11.9 13.5 12.7 
Mexican-American 
Number 394 106 47 34 40 39 
Percent .. 100.0 26.9 11.9 8.6 10.2 9.9 
Negro 
Number 438 83 58 58 60 51 
Percent 100.0 18.9 13.2 13.2 13.7 11.6 
Other 
Number 54 8 4 6 9 10 
Percent 100.0 14.8 7.4 11.1 16.7 18.5 
Unknown 
Number 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Table 28. 
TABLE 26 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim Total Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
TOTAL 
Number 1,591 306 221 166 183 
Percent 1 oci.o 19.2 13.9 10.4 11.5 
White 
Number .... 545 98 89 58 63 
Percent .... 100.0 18.0 16.3 10.6 11.6 
Mexican-American 
Number 494 115 55 41 51 
Percent . . 100.0 23.3 11 .1 8 .3 10.3 
Negro 
Number 481 82 68 55 66 
Percent 100.0 17.0 14.1 11.4 13.7 
Other 
Number 68 11 9 10 3 
Percent 100.0 16.2 13.2 14.7 4.4 
Unknown 
Number 3 0 0 2 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50 . 
source: Table 29. 
Thursday 
162 
10.2 
70 
12.8 
25 
5.1 
53 
11.0 
14 
20.6 
0 
-
Friday Saturday 
192 301 
12.5 19.5 
98 122 
15.0 18.7 
42 86 
10.7 21.8 
47 81 
10.7 18.5 
5 12 
9.3 22.2 
0 0 
- -
Friday Saturday 
226 327 
14.2 20.6 
84 83 
15.4 15.2 
61 146 
12.3 29.6 
67 90 
13.9 18.7 
13 8 
19.1 11.8 
1 0 
- -
Total 
Day of 
incident Number Percent 
TOTAL 2.481 100.0 
Sunday 309 12.5 
Monday 228 9 .2 
Tuesday 214 8 .6 
Wednesday 184 7 .4 
Thu rsday 180 7.3 
Friday 219 8.8 
Saturday 348 14.0 
Unknown 799 32.2 
TABLE 27 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of vict im 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,184 100.0 482 100.0 723 100.0 
116 9.8 86 17 .8 96 13.3 
120 10.1 36 7.5 59 8.2 
109 9.2 35 7.3 65 9.0 
89 7.5 27 5.6 58 8.0 
86 7.3 27 5.6 61 8.4 
109 9 .2 43 8 .9 62 8.6 
139 11.7 84 17.4" 115 15.9 
416 35.1 144 29.9 207 28.6 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Total 
Day of 
inc ident Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,601 100.0 
Sunday 296 11.4 
Monday 194 7.5 
Tuesday 177 6.8 
Wednesday 197 7 .6 
Thursday 183 7.0 
Friday 192 7.4 
Saturday 301 11 .6 
Unknown 1,061 40.8 
TABLE 28 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1 ,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 
99 8.6 106 16.3 83 11 .9 
85 7 .4 47 7.2 58 8.3 
78 6 .8 34 5.2 58 8.3 
88 7.6 40 6 .2 60 8.6 
83 7.2 39 6 .0 51 7.3 
98 8.5 42 . 6.5 47 6.8 
122 10.6 86 13.3 81 11.7 
501 43 .4 255 39.3 257 37.0 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base num ber is less than 50. 
Total 
Day of 
incident Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,941 100.0 
Sunday 306 10.4 
Monday 221 7.5 
Tuesday 166 5.6 
Wednesday 183 6.2 
Thursday 162 5.5 
Fr iday 226 7 .7 
Saturday 327 11 .1 
Unknown 1,350 45.9 
TABLE 29 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,139 100.0 871 100.0 797 100.0 
98 8 .6 115 13.2 82 10.3 
89 7 .8 55 6 .3 68 8.5 
58 5.1 41 4.7 55 6.9 
63 5.5 51 5.9 66 8 .3 
70 6.1 25 2.9 53 6.6 
84 7.4 61 7.0 67 8.4 
83 7 .3 146 16.8 90 11.3 
594 52.2 377 43.3 316 49.6 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of round ing. 
Pe~cent distr ibutions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
80 100.0 12 100.0 
11 13.8 0 -
13 16.2 0 -
5 6.2 0 -
10 12.5 0 -
6 7.5 0 -
4 5.0 1 -
10 12.5 0 -
21 26.2 11 -
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
86 100.0 17 100.0 
8 9.3 0 -
4 4.7 0 
-
6 7.0 1 -
9 10.5 0 -
10 11.6 0 -
5 5.8 0 -
12 14.0 0 -
32 37.2 16 -
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
113 100.0 21 100.0 
11 9.7 0 -
9 8.0 0 -
10 8.8 2 -
3 2.7 0 -
14 12.4 0 -
13 11 .5 1 -
8 7.1 0 -
45 39.8 18 -
59 
Sex of victim Total 
TOTAL 
Number . . 2,156 
Percent .. 100.0 
Male 
Number .. 1,585 
Percent . . 100.0 
Female 
Number .. 571 
Percent .. 100.0 
TABLE 30 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Location of Homicide Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1977 1978 
Victim's Victim's 
residence Other Total residence Other Total 
830 1,326 1,929 721 1,208 2,019 
38.5 61 .5 100.0 37.4 62.6 100.0 
510 1,075 1,503 464 1,039 1,587 
32.2 67.8 100.0 30.9 69.1 100.0 
320 251 426 257 169 432 
56.0 44 .0 100.0 60.3 39.7 100.0 
Source: Tables 32, 33, and 34. 
Race of victim Total 
TOTAL 
Number 2,156 
Percent 100.0 
White 
Number .. .. 1,039 
Percent •• • 0 100.0 
Mexican-American 
Number 421 
Percent 0 • • • 100.0 
Negro 
Number 614 
Percent 100.0 
Other 
Number 73 
Percent 100.0 
Unknown 
Number 9 
Percent 100.0 
TABLE 31 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978,AND 1979 
Known Location of Homicide Distributed by Race of Victim 
1977 1978 
Bar, parking Bar, parking 
Victim's I ot, street, Victim's lot, street, 
residence sidewalk Other Total residence sidewalk Other 
830 505 821 1,929 721 508 700 
38.5 23.4 38.1 100.0 37.4 26.3 36.3 
442 194 403 858 383 157 318 
42.5 18.7 38.8 100.0 44.6 18.3 37.1 
89 159 173 485 100 211 174 
21.1 37.8 41.1 100.0 20.6 43.5 35.9 
270 146 198 512 212 124 176 
44.0 23.8 32.2 100.0 41.4 24.2 34.4 
27 6 40 65 26 16 23 
37.0 8.2 54.8 100.0 40.0 24.6 35.4 
2 0 7 9 0 0 9 
- - - 100.0 - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 32, 33, and 34. 
60 
Total 
2,019 
100.0 
769 
100.0 
606 
100.0 
555 
100.0 
82 
100.0 
7 
100.0 
1979 
Victim's 
residence Other 
719 1,300 
35.6 64.4 
468 1 '119 
29.5 70.5 
251 181 
58.1 41 .9 
1979 
Bar, parking 
Victim's I ot, street, 
residence sidewalk Other 
719 649 651 
35.6 32.1 32.2 
338 153 278 
44.0 19.9 36.2 
140 296 170 
23.1 48.8 28.1 
208 180 167 
37.5 32.4 30.1 
32 20 30 
39.0 24 .4 36.6 
1 0 6 
- - -
0) 
~ 
Total White 
Location Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTA L . . .... . 2,481 100.0 1,184 100.0 
Hotel, motel . . .. . 46 1.9 22 1.9 
Vict im's residence . . 830 33.5 442 37.3 
Other res idence . .. 258 10.4 97 8.2 
Service station . . . . 20 .8 11 .9 
Li quor store . . . . . 7 .3 4 .3 
Parking lot . • .. . . 93 3.7 33 2.8 
Other business . . .. 78 3.1 51 4.3 
Bar . . . . .. ... 79 3.2 37 3.1 
Vehicle . . .. .. . 141 5.7 73 6.2 
Street, sidewalk .. . 333 13.4 124 10.5 
Field , park, school . . 153 6.2 82 6.9 
Other . .. . . . . . 118 4.8 63 5.3 
Unknown . .. . . . 325 13.1 145 12.2 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 32 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Location of Homicide by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro Other 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
482 100.0 723 100.0 80 100.0 
4 .8 19 2.6 1 1.2 
89 18.5 270 37.3 27 33.8 
60 12.4 89 12.3 11 13.8 
3 .6 4 .6 2 2.5 
0 .0 2 .3 1 1.2 
34 7.1 26 3.6 0 .0 
3 .6 15 2.1 9 11 .2 
27 5.6 14 1.9 1 1.2 
33 6 .8 31 4.3 3 3.8 
98 20.3 106 14.7 5 6 .2 
45 9 .3 18 2.5 7 8 .8 
25 5 .2 20 2.8 6 7.5 
61 12.7 109 15.1 7 8.8 
Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is Jess than 50. 
Sex of victim 
Unknown Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
12 100.0 1,835 100.0 646 100.0 
0 - 33 1.8 13 2.0 
2 - 510 27.8 320 49.5 
1 - 219 11.9 39 6.0 
0 - 20 1.1 0 .0 
0 - 6 .3 1 .2 
0 - 81 4.4 12 1.9 
0 - 64 3.5 14 2.2 
0 - 69 3.8 10 1.5 
1 - 109 5.9 32 5.0 
0 - 290 15.8 43 6.7 
1 - 101 5.5 52 8 .0 
4 - 83 4 .5 35 5.4 
3 - 250 13.6 75 11.6 
en 
1\) 
Total White 
Location Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . . . . . . 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 
Hotel, motel .. . • . 32 1.2 14 1.2 
Victim's residence . . 721 27.7 383 33.2 
Other residence . - . 245 9.4 98 8.5 
Service station . . . . 30 1.2 16 1.4 
Liquor store . . . . . 14 .5 2 .2 
Parking lot . . . . . . 123 4.7 48 4.2 
Other business . .. . 75 2.9 41 3.6 
Bar . . ' .. . . .. 63 2.4 16 1.4 
Vehicle 
' • 0 • • • • 120 4.6 48 4.2 
Street, sidewalk . . . 322 12.4 93 8.1 
Field, park , school . . 148 5.7 80 6.9 
Other . . . . .. . . 36 1.4 19 1.6 
Unknown • •• 0 •• 672 25.8 296 25.7 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 33 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Location of Homicide By Race and Sex of Victim 
---
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro Other 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
649 100.0 695 100.0 86 100.0 
4 .6 14 2.0 0 .0 
100 15.4 212 30.5 26 30.2 
55 8 .5 89 12.8 2 2.3 
6 .9 5 .7 3 3.5 
2 .3 7 1.0 3 3.5 
49 7.6 23 3.3 3 3.5 
8 1.2 17 2.4 7 8.1 
34 5.2 11 1.6 2 2.3 
38 5.9 29 4.2 3 3.5 
128 19.7 90 13.0 11 12.8 
47 7.2 13 1.9 4 4 .7 
14 2.2 2 .3 1 1.2 
164 25.3 183 26.3 21 24.4 
-
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
--
Sex of victim 
Unknown Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
17 100.0 2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
0 - 19 .9 13 2.3 
0 - 464 22.9 257 44.8 
1 - 211 10.4 34 5.9 
0 - 27 1.3 3 .5 
0 - 13 .6 1 .2 
0 - 113 5.6 10 1.7 
2 - 62 3.1 13 2.3 
0 - 60 3.0 3 .5 
2 - 101 5.0 19 3 .3 
0 - 293 14.5 29 5.1 
4 - 109 5.4 39 6.8 
0 - 31 1.5 5 .9 
8 - 524 25.9 148 25.8 
----- -
~ 
Total White 
Location Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . . . . . . 2,941 100.0 1,139 100.0 
Hotel, motel .... . 44 1.5 20 1.8 
Vict tm's residence .. 719 24.4 338 29.7 
Other residence 0 0 0 217 7.4 78 6.8 
Service station . . . . 21 .7 7 .6 
Liquor store . . . . . 15 .5 7 .6 
Parking lot ...... 106 3.6 30 2.6 
Other business .... 68 2.3 32 2.8 
Bar ......... 94 3.2 19 1.7 
Vehicle . .... . . 109 3.7 44 3.9 
Street,sidewal k 0 0 0 449 15.3 104 9.1 
Field, park, school .. 138 4.7 64 5.6 
Other > o o o I o o o 39 1.3 26 2.3 
Unknown ...... 922 31.3 370 32.5 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 34 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Location of Homicide by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro Other 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
871 100.0 797 100.0 113 100.0 
5 .6 15 1.9 4 3.5 
140 16.1 208 26.1 32 28.3 
54 6.2 77 9.7 8 7.1 
3 .3 7 .9 4 3.5 
2 .2 4 .5 1 .9 
50 5.7 23 2.9 3 2.7 
18 2.1 11 1.4 7 6.2 
56 6.4 14 1.8 5 4.4 
36 4.1 24 3.0 5 4.4 
190 21.8 143 17.9 12 10.6 
46 5.3 23 2.9 1 .9 
6 .7 6 .8 0 .0 
265 30.4 242 30.4 31 27.4 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Sex of victim 
Unknown Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
21 100.0 2,341 100.0 600 100.0 
0 - 35 1.5 9 1.5 
1 - 468 20.0 251 41.8 
0 - 183 7.8 34 5.7 
0 - 20 .9 1 .2 
1 - 15 .6 0 .0 
0 - 92 3.9 14 2.3 
0 - 59 2.5 9 1.5 
0 - 88 3.8 6 1.0 
0 - 83 3.5 26 4.3 
0 - 411 17.6 38 6.3 
4 - 103 4.4 35 5.8 
1 - 30 1.3 9 1.5 
14 - 754 32.2 168 28.0 
- - - ---
64 
TABLE 35 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Type of Weapon 
Type of weapon Number 
TOTAL 2,481 
Firearm 1,380 
Knife a 554 
Blunt o~je~tb 141 
Personal weapon c 210 
Roped . . ... 57 
Other, unknown 139 
~Any Instrument used to cut or stab. 
cBiudgeon, club, etc. 
dHands, fists, feet, etc. 
Any Instrument used to hang or strangle. 
1977 
Percent 
100.0 
55.6 
22.3 
5.7 
8.5 
2.3 
5.6 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 38, 39, and 40. 
1978 
Number Percent 
2,601 100.0 
1,469 56.5 
607 23.3 
158 6.1 
157 6.0 
51 2.0 
159 6.1 
1979 
Number Percent 
2,941 100.0 
1,732 58.9 
687 23.4 
173 5.9 
165 5 .6 
50 1.7 
134 4.6 
C) 
01 
Sex of victim Total Firearm 
TOTAL 
Number . .. .. . 2,430 1,380 
Percent • • • * • • 100.0 56.8 
Male 
Number • •• • • 0 1,811 1,104 
Percent 
• 0 • • •• 100.0 61.0 
Female 
Number . . . . . . 619 276 
Percent 
• 0 • • • • 100.0 44.6 
TABLE 36 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Type of Weapon Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1977 1978 
Blunt object, Blunt object, 
personal weapon, personal weapon, 
rope a Other Total Firearm rope a Other 
408 642 2,528 1,469 366 693 
16.8 26.4 100.0 58.1 14.5 27.4 
218 489 1,990 1,240 215 535 
12.0 27.0 100.0 62.3 10.8 26.9 
190 153 538 229 151 158 
30.7 24.7 100.0 42.6 28.1 29.4 
1979 
Blunt object, 
personal weapon , 
Total Firearm rope a 
2,884 1,732 388 
100.0 60.1 13.5 
2,308 1,457 235 
100.0 63.1 10.2 
.576 275 153 
100.0 47.7 26.6 
aBiunt object includes bludgeon, club, etc . The personal weapon category includes hands, f ists, feet, etc. Any Implement used to hang or strangle is classed as rope . 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 38, 39, and 40. 
Other 
764 
26.5 
616 
26.7 
148 
25.7 
C) 
C) 
Race of victim Total Firearm 
TOTAL 
Number . . . . . . · ' 2.430 1,380 
Percent . . .. . . . . 100.0 56.8 
White 
Number . . ... . . 1,154 599 
Percent . . . . .. . . 100.0 51.9 
Mexican -American 
Number ... .. . . 478 280 
Percent . . ... . . . 100.0 58.6 
Negro 
Number . . . . .. . 712 454 
Percent . . . . . . . . 100.0 63.8 
Other 
Number . . . . .. . 80 45 
Percent ... . . . . . 100.0 56.2 
Unknown 
Number . ...... 6 2 
Percent . . . . . . . . 100.0 -
1977 
TABLE 37 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Known Type of Weapon Distributed by Race of Victim 
1978 
Blunt object, Blunt object, 
personal weapon, 
ropeb 
personal weapon, 
ropeb Knife a Other Total Firearm Knife a 
554 408 88 2,528 1.469 607 366 
22.8 16.8 3.6 100.0 58.1 24.0 14.5 
250 245 60 1,115 577 255 237 
21.7 21 .2 5 .2 100.0 51 .7 22.9 21 .3 
138 53 7 637 388 176 53 
28.9 11 .1 1.5 100.0 60.9 27.6 8.3 
147 93 18 682 448 155 66 
20.6 13.1 2.5 100.0 65.7 22.7 9.7 
17 15 3 82 49 20 10 
21.2 18.8 3.8 100.0 59.8 24.4 12.2 
2 2 0 12 7 1 0 
- - - 100.0 - - -
1979 
Blunt object, 
personal weapon, 
Other Total Firearm Knife a ropeb 
86 2,884 1,732 687 388 
3.4 100.0 60.1 23.8 13.5 
46 1,105 604 255 205 
4.1 100.0 54 .7 23.1 18.6 
20 867 537 238 75 
3.1 100.0 . 61 .9 27.5 8 .7 
13 786 516 171 86 
1.9 100.0 65.6 21.8 10.9 
3 112 69 18 21 
3.7 100.0 61.6 16.1 18.8 
4 14 6 5 1 
- 100.0 - - -
~Any Instrument used to cut or stab. 
Blunt object Includes bludgeon, club, et c. The personal weapon category Includes hands, fists, feet, etc. Any implement used to hang or strangle Is classed as rope. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 38, 39, and 40. 
Other 
77 
2.7 
41 
3.7 
17 
2.0 
13 
1.7 
4 
3.6 
2 
-
0) 
-...! 
TABLE 38 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Type of Weapon Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Total 
Weapon Number Percent 
TOTAL ..... . . 2.481 100.0 
Firearm · unknown 122 4 .9 
Handgun . . . . . . . 937 37.8 
Rifle . .... . . . . 152 6.1 
Shotgun .. .. . . . 169 6.8 
Knifea . . ..... . 554 22.3 
Blunt objectb . .. . 141 5.7 
Personal weapon c . . 210 8 .5 
Drugsd . .. .. . . . 15 .6 
Rope . . ... . . . 57 2.3 
Other • • ••• • • 0 73 2.9 
Unknown ••• 0 • • 51 2.1 
~Any instrument used to cut or stab. 
c Bludgeon, club, etc. 
dHands, fists, feet, etc. 
Any implement used to hang or strangle. 
White 
Number Percent 
1,184 100.0 
50 4.2 
398 33.6 
81 6.8 
70 5.9 
250 21 .1 
84 7.1 
127 10.7 
9 .8 
34 2.9 
51 4.3 
30 2.5 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent 
482 100.0 723 100.0 
18 3.7 52 7.2 
189 39.2 319 44 .1 
41 8.5 22 3.0 
32 6 .6 61 8.4 
138 28.6 147 20.3 
18 3.7 31 4.3 
27 5.6 47 6 .5 
1 .2 4 .6 
8 1.7 15 2.1 
6 1.2 14 1.9 
4 .8 11 1.5 
Percent distribUtions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
80 100.0 12 100.0 
2 2.5 0 -
29 36.2 2 -
8 10.0 0 -
6 7.5 0 -
17 21.2 2 -
8 10.0 0 -
7 8 .8 2 -
1 1.2 0 -
0 .0 0 -
2 2.5 0 -
0 .0 6 -
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
1,835 100.0 646 100.0 
107 5.8 15 2.3 
733 39.9 204 31 .6 
125 6.8 27 4 .2 
139 7.6 30 4.6 
428 23.3 126 19.5 
92 5.0 49 7.6 
106 5.8 104 16.1 
8 .4 7 1.1 
20 1.1 37 5.7 
53 2.9 20 3 .1 
24 1.3 27 4 .2 
-------
en 
00 
TABLE 39 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Type of Weapon Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Total White 
Weapon Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL •• •• • 0 . 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 
Firearm- unknown 215 8.3 84 7.3 
Handgun . . . . .. . 927 35.6 352 30.5 
Rifle ..... . ... 172 6.6 72 6.2 
Shotgun . . . . . . . 155 6.0 69 6.0 
Knifea . . ...... 607 23.3 255 22.1 
Blunt objectb 158 6.1 102 8.8 
Personal weaponc . . 157 6.0 100 8.7 
Drugsd .. . . . . . . 12 .5 9 .a 
Rope ........ 51 2.0 35 3.0 
Other •• • • 0 • •• 74 2.8 37 3.2 
Unknown . . . . .. 73 2.8 39 3.4 
~-.~~- _L_ _L___ -~-
~Any Instrument used to cut or stab. 
cBiudgeon, club, etc. 
dHands, fists, feet, etc. 
Any Implement used to hang or strangle. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent 
649 100.0 695 100.0 
64 9.9 58 8.3 
239 36.8 297 42.7 
50 7.7 47 6.8 
35 5.4 46 6.6 
176 27.1 155 22.3 
28 4.3 23 3.3 
19 2.9 35 5.0 
2 .3 1 .1 
6 .9 8 1.2 
18 2.8 12 1.7 
12 1.8 13 1.9 
~-
-
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
86 100.0 17 100.0 
7 8.1 2 -
34 39.5 5 -
3 3.5 0 -
5 5.8 0 -
20 23.3 1 -
5 5.8 0 -
3 3.5 0 -
0 .0 0 -
2 2.3 0 -
3 3.5 4 -
4 4.7 5 
-
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
181 8.9 34 5.9 
784 38.7 143 24.9 
138 6.8 34 5.9 
137 6.8 18 3.1 
481 23.7 126 22.0 
116 5.7 42 7.3 
87 4.3 70 12.2 
10 .5 2 .3 
12 .6 39 6.8 
44 2.2 30 5.2 
37 1.8 36 6.3 
C) 
co 
TABLE 40 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Type of Weapon Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Weapon Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . ... . . 2,941 100.0 1,139 100.0 871 100.0 797 100.0 113 100.0 21 100.0 
Firearm- unknown 243 8.3 78 6.8 80 9.2 80 10.0 5 4.4 0 -
Handgun ...... . 1 '101 37.4 389 34.2 334 38.3 331 41.5 41 36.3 6 -
Rifle .. . .... . . 164 5.6 56 4.9 64 7.3 34 4.3 10 8.8 0 -
Shotgun . . . . . . . 224 7.6 81 7.1 59 6.8 71 8.9 13 11.5 0 -
Knifea ....... 687 23.4 255 22.4 238 27.3 171 21.5 18 15.9 5 -
Blunt objectb 173 5.9 98 8.6 34 3.9 31 3.9 9 8.0 1 -
Personal weaponc 
- . 165 5.6 76 6.7 36 4.1 43 5.4 10 8.8 0 -
Drugsd . . .. . . _ . 8 .3 7 .6 1 .1 0 .0 0 .0 0 -
Rope ... . ... . 50 1.7 31 2.7 5 .6 12 1.5 2 1.8 0 -
Other • • • 0 • • •• 69 2.3 34 3.0 16 1.8 13 1.6 4 3.5 2 -
Unknown •••• • 0 57 1.9 34 3.0 4 .5 11 1.4 1 .9 7 -
a bAny Instrument used to cut or stab. 
cBiudgeon, club, etc. 
dHands, fis ts, feet, etc. 
Any Implement used to hang or strangle. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distr ibutions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50 . 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,341 100.0 600 100.0 
214 9.1 29 4.8 
926 39.6 175 29.2 
132 5.6 32 5.3 
185 7.9 39 6.5 
568 24.3 119 19.8 
124 5.3 49 8.2 
97 4.1 68 11.3 
5 .2 3 .5 
14 .6 36 6.0 
43 1.8 26 4.3 
33 1.4 24 4 .0 
-...! 
0 
TABLE41A 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
1977 1978 
Size of county a Total Handgun Long gunb Unknown Total Handgun Long gun 
TOTAL 
Number . ... . . . . 1,380 937 321 122 1.469 927 327 
Percent .. . . . . . . . 100.0 67.9 23.3 8 .8 100.0 63.1 22.3 
1st- 5thc 
Number . . . . . .. . 818 550 175 93 922 594 172 
Percent . . . . . . . . . 100.0 67.2 21.4 11.4 100.0 64.4 18.7 
6th - 1 Othd 
Number . . .... . . 262 182 65 15 260 167 66 
Percent . . .. . . ... 100.0 69.5 24 .8 5 .7 100.0 64.2 25.4 
11th- 15the 
Number . . . . . . . . 156 116 33 7 134 84 36 
Percent ... .. . . . . 100.0 74.4 21.2 4.5 100.0 62.7 26.9 
16th- 20thf 
Number . .. . . . .. 51 31 18 2 56 31 17 
Percent . . .. . .. . . 100.0 60.8 35.3 3.9 100.0 55.4 30.4 
21st- 25thg 
Number . .. . . ... 27 17 7 3 23 16 3 
Percent . . .. .. . .. 100.0 
- - - 100.0 - -
Remainder of state 
Number . . ...... 66 41 23 2 74 35 33 
Percent . . . . . . ... 100.0 62.1 34.8 3.0 100.0 47.3 44.6 
~Counties were ranKed bY estimated population as of July 1, 1979. 
Long gun includes rifle and shotgun. 
~This group is composed of Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, Santa Clara, and Alameda counties. 
Th is group Is composed of San Bernardino, Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra Costa, and Riverside coun ties. 
~Th is group is composed of San Mateo, Ventura, Fresno, Kern, and San Joaquin counties. 
This group Is composed of Santa Barbara, Monterey, Sonoma, Stanislaus, and Tulare counties. 
9Thls group Is composed of Marin, Solano, Santa Cruz, San Luis Obispo, and Butte counties . 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
b Unknown 
215 
14.6 
156 
16.9 
27 
10.4 
14 
10.4 
8 
14.3 
4 
-
6 
8 .1 
-
1979 
Total Handgun Long gunb Unknown 
1,732 1,101 388 243 
100.0 63 .6 22.4 14.0 
1 '118 707 227 184 
100.0 63.2 20.3 16:5 
259 173 57 29 
100.0 66.8 22.0 11.2 
172 111 43 18 
100.0 64 .5 25.0 10.5 
69 40 21 8 
100.0 58.0 30.4 11 .6 
39 24 13 2 
100.0 - - -
75 46 27 2 
100.0 61.3 36.0 2.1 
- - -
TABLE 41B 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
1977 1978 
Size of countya Total Handgun Long gunb Total Handgun Long gunb Total 
TOTAL 
Number 1,258 937 321 1,254 927 327 1,489 
Percent 100.0 74.5 25.5 100.0 73.9 26.1 100.0 
1st- 20th 
Number • 0 • •• 1,194 896 298 1,167 876 291 1,416 
Percent 0 • • •• 100.0 75.0 25.0 100.0 75.1 24.9 100.0 
Remainder of state 
Number 64 41 23 87 51 36 73 
Percent ••• • 0 100.0 64.1 35.9 100.0 58.6 41.4 100.0 
~counties were ranked bY estimated population as of July 1, 1979. 
Long gun Includes rifle and shotgun. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
1979 
Handgun Long gunb 
1,101 388 
73.9 26.1 
1,055 361 
74.5 25.5 
46 27 
63.0 37.0 
71 
~ 
N 
TABLE 42 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1977 
Sex of victim Total Sex-related Burglary 
TOTAL 
Number •••••• • 0 1,948 78 51 
Percent I o o o o o o o 100.0 4.0 2.6 
Male 
Number .. . . . . . . 1,469 18 30 
Percent • 0 • ••• 0 . 100.0 1.2 2.0 
Female 
Number • • •• • •• 0 479 60 21 
Percent • •• 0 • • • • 100.0 12.5 4.4 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 44, 45, and 46. 
Argument 
1,117 
57.3 
859 
58.5 
258 
53.9 
1978 
Other Total Sex-related Burglary Argument Other 
702 1,881 74 40 1,058 709 
36.0 100.0 3.9 2.1 56.2 37.7 
562 1,489 9 24 867 589 
38.3 100.0 .6 1.6 58.2 39.6 
140 392 65 16 191 120 
29.2 100.0 16.6 4.1 48.7 30.6 
1979 
Total Sex-related Burglary Argument Other 
2,142 82 28 1,223 809 
100.0 3.8 1.3 57.1 37.8 
1,729 16 9 1,014 690 
100.0 .9 .5 58.6 39.9 
413 66 19 209 119 
100.0 16.0 4 .6 50.6 28.8 
-.J 
w 
1977 
Sex-reI a ted, 
robbery , 
Race of victim Total burglary Argument 
TOTAL 
Number . . . . . .. 1,948 440 1,117 
Percen t . .. . . .. 100.0 22.6 57.3 
White 
Number . . . . .. . 906 283 444 
Percent . ...... 100.0 31.2 49.0 
Mexican-American 
Number . . . . . . . 390 58 222 
Percent o o I I I o o 100.0 14.9 56.9 
Negro 
Number ... . ... 584 74 427 
Percent . . ... . . 100.0 12.7 73.1 
Other 
Number . . . . . . . 64 24 22 
Percent .. . .. . . 100.0 37.5 34.4 
Unknown 
Number . . . . . . . 4 1 2 
Percent . ...... 100.0 - -
TABLE 43 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Known Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race of Victim 
1978 
Sex-related, 
Gangland, robbery, Gangland, 
gang-related Other Total burglary Argument gang-related Other 
117 274 1,881 438 1,058 122 263 
6.0 14.1 100.0 23.3 56.2 6.5 14.0 
34 145 789 250 392 20 127 
3.8 16.0 100.0 31.7 49 .7 2.5 16.1 
67 43 470 83 252 87 48 
17.2 11.0 100.0 17.7 53 .6 18.5 10.2 
7 76 545 78 384 10 73 
1.2 13.0 100.0 14.3 70.5 1.8 13.4 
9 9 72 25 27 5 15 
14.1 14.1 100.0 34.7 37.5 6.9 20.8 
0 1 5 2 3 0 0 
- - 100.0 - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 44, 45, and 46. 
1979 
Sex-related, 
robbery, Gangland, 
Total burglary Argument gang-related Other 
2,142 520 1,223 165 234 
100.0 24.3 57.1 7.7 10.9 
777 259 394 14 110 
100.0 33.3 50.7 1.8 14.2 
639 124 360 121 34 
100.0 19.4 56.3 18.9 5.3 
632 106 419 27 80 
100.0 16.8 66.3 4.3 12.7 
90 29 48 3 10 
100.0 32.2 53.3 3.3 11 .1 
4 2 2 0 0 
100.0 - - - -
...... 
~ 
-
TABLE 44 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977 
Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
--- --- ----- -
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL • • • 0 . 0 . 2.481 100.0 1,184 100.0 482 100.0 723 100.0 80 100.0 12 100.0 
Argument . ... . . 1,117 45.0 444 37.5 222 46.1 427 59.1 22 27.5 2 -
Sex-related . .... 78 3.1 50 4.2 13 2.7 13 1.8 2 2.5 0 -
Robbery .. ... .. 311 12.5 191 16.1 42 8 .7 56 7.7 21 26.2 1 -
Burglary ....... 51 2.1 42 3.5 3 .6 5 .7 1 1.2 0 -
Drugs .. .... .. 45 1.8 21 1.8 7 1.5 17 2.4 0 .0 0 -
Gangland • • 0 ••• 27 1.1 6 .5 16 3.3 1 .1 4 5.0 0 -
Gang-related .. . .. 90 3.6 28 2.4 51 10.6 6 .a 5 6.2 0 -
Other •• ••• 0 •• 229 9.2 124 10.5 36 7.5 59 8 .2 9 11.2 1 -
Unknown .... . . 533 21.5 278 23.5 92 19.1 139 19.2 16 20.0 8 
-
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 45 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican -American Negro Other Unknown 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . .. ... 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 86 100.0 17 100.0 
Argument • • 0 0. 0 1,058 40.7 392 34.0 252 38.8 384 55.3 27 31.4 3 -
Sex-related ••• 0. 74 2.8 48 4 .2 8 1.2 15 2.2 3 3.5 0 -
Robbery .... ... 324 12.5 172 14.9 71 10.9 58 8.3 21 24.4 2 -
Burglary .. ..... 40 1.5 30 2.6 4 .6 5 .7 1 1.2 0 -
Drugs 0 • • • 0 ••• 80 3.1 35 3.0 12 1.8 31 4.5 2 2.3 0 -
Gangland • • • 0 • • 10 .4 3 .3 6 .9 1 .1 0 .0 0 -
Gang-related . . . . . 112 4.3 17 1.5 81 12.5 9 1.3 5 5.8 0 -
Other . . . .. . .. 183 7.0 92 8.0 36 5.5 42 6.0 13 15.1 0 -
Unknown • •••• 0 720 27.7 365 31.6 179 27.6 150 21.6 14 16.3 12 -
- - - - - - - --
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percen t Number Percent 
1,835 100.0 646 100.0 
859 46.8 258 39.9 
18 1.0 60 9.3 
273 14.9 38 5.9 
30 1.6 21 3 .3 
39 2.1 6 .9 
23 1.3 4 .6 
85 4.6 5 .a 
142 7.7 87 13.5 
366 19.9 167 25.9 
-
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
867 42.8 191 33.3 
9 .4 65 11.3 
289 14.3 35 6 .1 
24 1.2 16 2.8 
73 3.6 7 1.2 
10 .5 0 .0 
112 5.5 0 .0 
105 15.2 78 1.3 
538 26.5 182 31.7 
--
...... 
(11 
TABLE 46 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1979 
Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Contribut ing 
circumstance Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL . . . - . . . 2,941 100.0 1,139 100.0 871 100.0 797 100.0 113 100.0 21 
Argument .... .. 1,223 41.6 394 34.6 360 41.3 419 52.6 48 42.5 2 
Sex-related . . .. . 82 2.8 49 4.3 11 1.3 18 2.3 3 2.7 1 
Robbery .. .. ... 410 13.9 191 16.8 112 12.9 82 10.3 24 21 .2 1 
Burglary . . . . . . . 28 1.0 19 1.7 1 .1 6 .8 2 1.8 0 
Drugs .. . . . ... 109 3.7 41 3.6 14 1.6 51 6.4 3 2.7 0 
Gangland .. .. .. 18 .6 4 .4 11 1.3 3 .4 0 . . 0 0 
Gang-related . . . . . 147 5.0 10 .9 110 12.6 24 3 .0 3 2.7 0 
Other ... . . .. . 125 4.3 69 6 .1 20 2.3 29 3.6 7 6.2 0 
Unknown ... .. . 799 27.2 362 31.8 232 26.6 165 20.7 23 20.4 17 
---- - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 1110.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
TABLE 47 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Number of Victims and Offenders for Each Homicide Incident 
Victims and offenders 
for each homicide incident Total 1977 
TOTAL . .. ... .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . ... 8,023 2,481 
Single victim . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . 7,379 2,242 
Single offender . . . . . . . . . . . • _ . . . . . . 4,030 1,258 
Multiple offenders . . . . . ..... . . .. . .. 1,076 359 
Number unknown . . .. .. . . ... . . . . .. 2,273 625 
Multiple vict ims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 644 239 
Single offender . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 326 145 
Multiple offenders 
• • ••• • • 0 •• • • • • • •• 113 27 
Number unknown 0 •• •••• • ••••• • • •• 205 67 
- -
--
- - - - - -----
Percent 
100.0 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
Year 
1978 
2,601 
2,414 
1,328 
355 
731 
187 
94 
47 
46 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2 ,341 100.0 600 100.0 
1,014 43.3 209 34.8 
16 .7 66 11 .0 
358 15.3 52 8 .7 
9 .4 19 3.2 
99 4.2 10 1.7 
17 .7 1 .2 
143 6 .1 4 .7 
73 3 .1 52 8.7 
612 26.1 187 31.2 
1979 
2,941 
2,723 
1,444 
362 
917 
218 
87 
39 
92 
TABLE 48 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
Sex of Arrestee Distributed by Race 
Race of arrestee 
Total White Mexican-American 
Sex of 
arrestee Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,871 100.0 830 100.0 1,010 100.0 
Male 2,534 88.3 694 83.6 958 94.9 
Female 337 11.7 136 16.4 52 5 .1 
Juvenile 347 100.0 77 100.0 176 100.0 
Male 311 89.6 62 80.5 162 82.0 
Female 36 10.4 15 19.5 14 8.0 
Adult . . 2,524 100.0 753 100.0 834 100.0 
Male 2,223 88.1 632 83.9 796 95.4 
Female 301 11 .9 121 16.1 38 4.6 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Source: Table 52. 
Number 
Percent . 
Source: Table 52. 
TABLE 49 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
Juvenile and Adult 
Total Juvenile 
2,871 347 
100.0 12.1 
TABLE 50 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
Race of Arrestee Distributed by Sex 
Negro 
Number Percent 
957 100.0 
817 85.4 
140 14.6 
92 100.0 
85 92 .4 
7 7.6 
865 100.0 
732 94.6 
133 15.4 
Adult 
2,524 
87.9 
Race of arrestee 
Total White Mexican-American Negro 
Sex of 
arrestee Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,871 100.0 830 28.9 1,010 35.2 957 33.3 
Male 2,534 100.0 694 27.4 958 37.8 817 32.2 
Female 337 100.0 136 40.4 52 15.4 140 41.5 
Juvenile 347 100.0 77 22.2 176 50.7 92 26.5 
Male 311 100.0 62 19.9 162 52.1 85 27.3 
Female 36 100.0 15 - 14 - 7 -
Adult .. 2,524 100.0 753 29.8 834 33.0 865 34.3 
Male 2,223 100.0 632 28.4 796 35.8 732 32.9 
Female 301 100.0 121 40.2 38 12.6 133 44 .2 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of roundmg. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
76 Source: Table 52 . 
Other 
Number Percent 
74 100.0 
65 87.8 
9 12.2 
2 100.0 
2 -
0 -
72 100.0 
63 87.5 
9 12.5 
Other 
Number Percent 
74 2.6 
65 2.6 
9 2.7 
2 .6 
2 .6 
0 -
72 2 .9 
63 2 .8 
9 3.0 
Total 
Age of 
arrestee Number Percent 
TOTAL 2,871 100.0 
0- 24 . 1,522 53.0 
25- 39 . 1,017 35.4 
40 and over 332 11.6 
TABLE 51 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
A~ of Arrestee Distributed by Race 
Race of arrestee 
Wh ite Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
830 100.0 1,010 100.0 957 100.0 
355 42.8 648 64.2 487 50.9 
347 41.8 294 29.1 350 36.6 
128 15.4 68 6.7 120 12.5 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source : Table 52. 
Sex and age 
of arrestee Total 
TOTAL .. 2,871 
Sex 
Male . 2,534 
Female 337 
Juvenile 347 
Male . . 311 
Female 36 
Adult . . 2,524 
Male . . 2,223 
Female 301 
Age 
Under 15 39 
15- 19 703 
20- 24 780 
25- 29 480 
30- 34 346 
35- 39 191 
40- 44 109 
45-49 77 
50- 54 65 
55- 59 37 
60-64 22 
65-69 13 
70 and over 9 
TABLE 52 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1979 
Race of Arrestee by Sex and Age 
White Mexican-American 
830 1,010 
694 958 
136 52 
77 176 
62 162 
15 14 
753 834 
632 796 
121 38 
10 17 
152 333 
193 298 
135 153 
143 86 
69 55 
46 25 
22 18 
26 16 
12 4 
13 2 
4 2 
5 1 
Race of arrestee 
Negro 
957 
817 
140 
92 
85 
7 
865 
732 
133 
12 
211 
264 
180 
106 
64 
34 
32 
21 
20 
6 
6 
1 
Other 
Number Percent 
74 100.0 
32 43.2 
26 35.1 
16 21.6 
Other 
74 
65 
9 
2 
2 
0 
72 
63 
9 
0 
7 
25 
12 
11 
3 
4 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
77 
78 
TABLE 53A 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex, Race , and Age of Arrestee 
Type of disposition 
Complaint granted 
Total Releaseda Dismissed or acquitted Convicted 
Sex, race, and age 
of arrestee Number Percent Number 
TOTAL . . . . . 1,774 100.0 345 
Sex 
Male .. 1,537 100.0 301 
Female 230 100.0 44 
Unknown 7 100.0 0 
Race 
White . . . . . . . 595 100.0 102 
Mexican-American 454 100.0 95 
Negro 645 100.0 134 
Other . . 33 100.0 7 
Unknown 47 100.0 7 
Age 
Under 40 1,537 100.0 308 
40 and over 218 100.0 37 
Unknown 19 100.0 0 
aTotal released bY law enforcement and prosecutor (complaint denied). 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 becau~e of rounding. 
Percent 
19.4 
19.6 
19.1 
-
17.1 
20.9 
20.8 
-
-
20.0 
17.0 
-
Percent distr ibutions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 55, 56, and 57. 
TABLE 538 
Number Percent 
348 19.6 
294 19.1 
54 23 .5 
0 -
115 19.3 
94 20 .7 
121 18.8 
9 -
9 -
299 19.5 
46 21.1 
3 
-
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
AND COMPLAINTS GRANTED 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
Number 
1,081 
942 
132 
7 
378 
265 
390 
17 
31 
930 
135 
16 
Type of disposit ion 
Total Dismissed or acquitted 
Sex, race, and age 
of arrestee Number Percent Number 
TOTAL .. 1,429 100.0 348 
Sex 
Male . . 1,236 100.0 294 
Female 186 100.0 54 
Unknown 7 100.0 0 
Race 
White .. . . . . 493 100.0 115 
Mexican ·American 359 100.0 94 
Negro . . 511 100.0 121 
Other 26 100.0 9 
Unknown 40 100.0 9 
Age 
Under 40 1,229 100.0 299 
40 and over 181 100.0 46 
Un known 19 100.0 3 
Note: Percent d istr ibut ion s are not calculated whe n the base numbe r is less th an 50. 
Source: Tables 55, 56, and 5 7. 
Percent 
24.4 
23.8 
29.0 
-
23.3 
26.2 
23 .7 
-
-
24 .3 
25.4 
-
Convicted 
Number 
1,081 
942 
132 
7 
378 
265 
390 
17 
31 
930 
135 
16 
Percent 
60.9 
61.3 
57.4 
-
63.5 
58.4 
60.5 
-
-
60.5 
61.9 
-
Percent 
75.6 
76.2 
71.0 
-
76.7 
73 .8 
76 .3 
-
-
75.7 
74.6 
-
TABLE 54 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition 
Ty pe of disposit ion 
TOTAL . 
Not convicted . . . . . . . . . 
Released by law enforcement 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint denied) 
Dismissed, lower court . 
Acquitted, lower court . 
Dismissed, superior court 
Acquitted, superior court 
Convicted .... 
Lower court . 
Superior court 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 55 
Number 
1,774 
693 
185 
160 
189 
2 
103 
54 
1,081 
24 
1,057 
Percent 
100.0 
39.1 
10.4 
9.0 
10.7 
.1 
5.8 
3.0 
60.9 
1.4 
59.6 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex of Arrestee 
Sex of arrestee 
Total Male Female 
Type of disposition Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 1,774 100.0 1,537 100.0 230 100.0 
Not convicted 693 39.1 595 38.7 98 42.6 
Released by law enforcement 185 10.4 161 10.5 24 10.4 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint denied) 160 9.0 140 9.1 20 8.7 
Dismissed, lower court 189 10.7 155 10.1 34 14.8 
Acquitted, lower court 2 .1 1 . 1 1 .4 
Dismissed, superior court 103 5.8 94 6.1 9 3.9 
Acquitted, superior court 54 3.0 44 2.9 10 4.3 
Convicted 1,081 60.9 942 61 .3 132 57.4 
Lower court 24 1.4 21 1.4 3 1.3 
Superior court 1,057 . 59.6 921 59.9 129 56.1 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Unknown 
Number Percent 
7 100.0 
0 -
0 -
0 -
0 -
0 -
0 -
0 -
7 -
0 -
7 -
79 
~ TABLE 56 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Race of Arrestee 
Race of arrestee 
Total White Mexican-American Negro 
Type of disposition Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL o o • o • o 0 o I o o 0 o o 0 o 1,774 100.0 595 100.0 454 100.0 645 100.0 
Not convicted . . . . .. .. ...... 693 39.1 217 36.5 189 41.6 255 39.5 
Released by law enforcement .. . . 185 10.4 59 9.9 57 12.6 65 10.1 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint den ied) ... .. . . . 160 9.0 43 7.2 38 8.4 69 10.7 
Dismissed, lower court •• •• • 0 • 189 10.7 55 9.2 63 13.9 63 9.8 
Acquitted, lower court •• • •• • 0 2 .1 1 .2 0 .0 1 .2 
Dismissed, superior court .. . . .. 103 5.8 40 6.7 23 5.1 33 5.1 
Acquitted, superior court . . . . .. 54 3.0 19 3.2 8 1.8 24 3.7 
Convicted 0 0 ' • • • • • • • •••• • 1,081 60.9 378 63.5 265 58.4 390 60.5 
Lower court • •• • • 0 • • • ••• 24 1.4 7 1.2 12 2.6 5 .8 
Superior court . .. . .. . ... . 1,057 59.6 371 62.4 253 55.7 385 59.7 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 57 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Age of Arrestee 
Age of arrestee 
Total Under 20 20- 29 30- 39 
Type of dispos1t ion Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL .. .. . . .... ..... . 1,774 100.0 198 100.0 946 100.0 393 100.0 
Not convicted •• • ••• 0 • • 0 • • • 693 39.1 83 41.9 366 38.7 158 40.2 
Released by law enforcement .. . . 185 10.4 26 13.1 108 11.4 34 8.7 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint den ied) . . ... . .. 160 9.0 13 6 .6 91 9 .6 36 9 .2 
Dismissed, lower court • • 0 • ••• 189 10.7 28 14.1 93 9.8 40 10.2 
Acquitted, lower court I o o o o o o 2 .1 1 .5 0 .0 1 .3 
Dismissed, superior court . . . . . . 103 5.8 14 7.1 49 5.2 28 7.1 
Acquitted, superior court . ... . . 54 3.0 1 .5 25 2.6 19 4.8 
Convicted . .. . .. . . .. ..... 1,081 60.9 115 58.1 580 61 .3 235 59.8 
Lower court . ... . . . .... . 24 1.4 2 1.0 17 1.8 3 .8 
Superior court ........ .. . 1,057 59.6 113 57.1 563 59.5 232 59.0 
-
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
33 100.0 47 100.0 
16 - 16 -
3 
-
1 -
4 - 6 -
7 - 1 -
0 - 0 
-
2 - 5 -
0 - 3 -
17 - 31 -
0 - 0 -
17 - 31 -
40 and over Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
218 100.0 19 100.0 
83 38.1 3 -
17 7 .8 0 -
20 9 .2 0 -
28 12.8 0 -
0 .0 0 -
11 5.0 1 -
7 3.2 2 
-
135 61.9 16 -
2 .9 0 -
133 61.0 16 -
TABLE 58 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Sex , Race , and Age of Arrestee 
Convicted offense 
Total Murder 
Sex, race, and 
age of arrestee Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . . . .. 1,081 100.0 449 41 .5 
Sex 
Male 942 100.0 423 44.9 
Female 132 100.0 24 18.2 
Unknown 7 100.0 2 -
Race 
White .. . . 378 100.0 159 42 .1 
Mexican-American 265 100.0 99 37.4 
Negro 390 100.0 164 42.1 
Other .. 17 100.0 11 -
Unknown 31 100.0 16 -
Age 
Under 20 115 100.0 57 49.6 
20- 39 815 100.0 341 41.8 
40 and over 135 100.0 43 31 .9 
Unknown 16 100.0 8 -
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50 . 
Source: Tables 60, 61, and 62. 
TABLE 59 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED 
FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense 
Convicted offense Number Percent 
TOTAL . . . 1,081 100.0 
Murder . .. 449 41 .5 
Manslaughter 430 39.8 
Other . . . . 202 18.7 
Felony assault 78 7 .2 
Robbery 31 2.9 
Other 93 8 .6 
TABLE 60 
Number 
632 
519 
108 
5 
219 
166 
226 
6 
15 
58 
474 
92 
8 
Other 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Sex of Arrestee 
Sex of arrestee 
Percent 
58.5 
55.1 
81 .8 
-
57 .9 
62.6 
57 .9 
-
-
50.4 
58.2 
68 .1 
-
Total Male Female Unknown 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 1,081 100.0 942 100.0 132 100.0 7 100.0 
Murder 449 41 .5 423 44.9 24 18.2 2 -
Manslaughter 430 39.8 343 36.4 83 62.9 4 -
Other . . 202 18 .7 176 18.7 25 18.9 1 -
Felony assault 78 7.2 70 7.4 7 5 .3 1 -
Robbery 31 2.9 29 3.1 2 1.5 0 -
Other 93 8 .6 77 8 .2 16 12.1 0 -
Note: Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
81 
(X) 
i') 
TABLE 61 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Race of Arrestee 
Race of arrestee 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL •••••• 0 ••••••••• 1,081 100.0 378 100.0 265 100.0 390 100.0 
Murder ... ' .... •.. ..• 0. 449 41.5 159 42.1 99 37.4 164 42.1 
Manslaughter ••••• 0 • •• • ••• 430 39.8 143 37.8 99 37.4 173 44.4 
Other 0 • • ••• 0 •••• • 0 0 • •• 202 18.7 76 20.1 67 25.3 53 13.6 
Felony assault . . . . . . .. . .. 78 7.2 30 7.9 33 12.5 14 3.6 
Robbery • • 0 • • 0 ••• 0 0 •• 0 31 2.9 7 1.9 8 3.0 14 3.6 
Other • • • • •• ••• 0 •• 0. 0. 93 8.6 39 10.3 26 9.8 25 6.4 
-
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 62 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Age of Arrestee 
Age of arrestee 
Total Under 20 20- 29 30-39 
17 100.0 
11 -
5 -
1 -
1 -
0 -
0 -
----
40 and over 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL ••••••• • •••••• 0 . 1,081 100.0 115 100.0 580 100.0 235 100.0 135 100.0 
Murder ...... . ...... . ... 449 41.5 57 49.6 247 42.6 94 40.0 43 31.9 
Manslaughter 0 0 0 •• 0 0 ••• • 0 0 430 39.8 23 20.0 216 37.2 109 46.4 77 57.0 
Other •••• ••• • • • • 0 • 0 •• • 202 18.7 35 30.4 117 20.2 32 13.6 15 11.1 
Felony assault .. . . .. . ..... 78 7.2 12 10.4 45 7.8 12 5.1 9 6.7 
Robbery ••••••• 0 • •• • •• 31 2.9 7 6.1 16 2.8 4 1.7 1 .7 
Other •• •• • •• • ••••••• 0 93 8.6 16 13.9 56 9.7 16 6.8 5 3.7 
- -- -
--
--
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Unknown 
Number Percent 
31 100.0 
16 -
10 -
5 -
0 -
2 -
3 -
---- - -
Unknown 
Number Percent 
16 100.0 
8 -
5 -
3 -
0 -
3 
-
0 -
TOTAL 
TABLE 63 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received Distributed by Convicted Offense 
Convicted offense 
Total Murder 
Type of sentence Numbe r Percent Number Percent Number 
.. . . 1,081 100.0 449 100.0 632 
Prison or Youth Authoritya 835 77 .2 445 99.1 390 
Other . . . . . 246 22 .8 4 .9 242 
aPrison Includes 20 death penalty sentences. 
Source : Table 66 . 
TABLE 64 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Prior Criminal Record 
Prior criminal record 
Total None Miscellaneous Prison 
Other 
Percent 
100.0 
61.7 
38.3 
Unknown 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 1,057 100.0 271 100.0 599 
Prison a 781 73.9 171 63.1 439 
Other 276 26.1 100 36.9 160 
aPrison Includes 20 death penalty sentences . 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source : Table 67. 
TABLE 65 
100.0 163 100.0 
73.3 151 92.6 
26.7 12 7.4 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Existing Criminal Status 
Existing criminal status 
Not under 
Total commitment On probation On parole 
24 100.0 
20 
-
4 -
Unknown 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL 1,057 100.0 743 100.0 178 
Prison a 781 73.9 522 70.3 134 
Other 276 26.1 221 29.7 44 
aPr ison Includes 20 death penalty sentences. 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Table 68. 
100.0 112 100.0 24 100.0 
75.3 105 93.8 20 -
24.7 7 6.2 4 -
83 
~ 
TABLE 66 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received Distributed by Convicted Offense 
Convicted offense 
Total Murder Manslaughter Robbery Assaulta 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL • • • • • • 0 ••• •• • 0 0 . 1,081 100.0 449 100.0 430 100.0 31 100.0 79 100.0 
Prisonb .. . ....... . .... . 781 72.2 421 93.8 284 66.0 27 - 22 27 .8 
Youth Authority • • 0 0 •• • 0 • • • 54 5.0 24 5.3 21 4.9 1 - 7 8.9 
Probation •• 0 • • ••• •• •••• 0 44 4.1 0 .0 20 4 .7 2 - 6 7.6 
Probation with jail . . . . . . . . ... 185 17.1 4 .9 104 24.2 1 - 41 51.9 
Jail . ... . . . .. .... .. . . . 14 1.3 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 2 2.5 
Fine • • • •••• • • • • •• • 0 • •• 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 0 .0 
Cal ifornia Rehabilitation Center .. .. 1 .1 0 .0 1 .2 0 - 0 .0 
State hospi tal (mentally 
disordered sex offender) • 0 •• • • 1 .1 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 1 1.3 
Other 0 • •• •• • • 0 • • • •• • • • 1 .1 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 0 .0 
- --- --
~Includes both felony and misdemeanor assaults . 
Prison includes 20 death penalty sentences. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distr ibutions are not calculated when t he base number is less than 50. 
Other 
Number Percent 
92 100.0 
27 29.3 
1 1.1 
16 17.4 
35 38.0 
12 13.0 
0 .0 
0 .0 
0 .0 
1 1.1 
TABLE 67 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Prior Criminal Record 
Prior criminal record 
Total None Miscellaneous Prison Unknown 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL . . 1,057 100.0 271 100.0 599 100.0 163 100.0 24 100.0 
Prison a 781 73 .9 171 63.1 439 73.3 151 92.6 20 -
Youth Authority 54 5.1 25 9.2 29 4.8 0 .0 0 -
Probation . . 33 3 .1 16 5.9 16 2.7 1 .6 0 -
Probation with jail 176 16.7 57 21.0 106 17.7 10 6.1 3 -
Jail 11 1.0 2 .7 7 1.2 1 .6 1 -
Fine 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 -
California Rehabilitat ion Center 1 .1 0 .0 1 .2 0 .0 0 -
State hospital (mentally 
disordered sex offender) 1 .1 0 .0 1 .2 0 .0 0 -
aPrlson Includes 20 death penalty sentences . 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
85 
~ 
Total 
TABLE 68 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1979 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Existing Criminal Status 
Existing criminal status 
On parole 
California Serving a 
Not under On Rehabilitation Youth nonprison 
commitment probation Center Authority Prison term 
Serving a 
prison 
term 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
TOTAL .. . . .. . . . 1,057 100.0 743 100.0 178 100.0 6 100.0 39 100.0 63 100.0 
Prison a . . . . .. . 781 73.9 522 70.3 134 75.3 5 - 37 - 59 93.7 
Youth Authori ty I o 0 o 54 5.1 47 6.3 6 3.4 0 - 1 - 0 .0 
Probation ... ... .. 33 3.1 31 4.2 2 1.1 0 - 0 - 0 .0 
Probation with jai l . . .. 176 16.7 135 18.2 33 18.5 1 - 1 - 3 4.8 
Jail . . . . .. .. . . . 11 1.0 7 .9 2 1.1 0 - 0 - 1 1.6 
Fine • • • • •• • 0 •• - 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 0 - 0 .0 
Cal ifornia Rehabilitation 
Center . . . . . . . . 1 .1 1 .1 0 .0 0 - 0 - 0 .0 
State hospi tal (mentally 
disordered sex offender) 1 .1 0 .0 1 .6 0 - 0 - 0 .0 
aPrison includes 20 death penalty sentences. 
Notes : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
TABLE 69 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Wound Area by Type of Weapon 
1977 1978 
Upper Other, Upper Other, 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Type of weapon Total Head torso Multiple unknown Total Head torso Multiple unknown Total 
TOTAL ••• • •• •• • • • 0 13 2 5 6 0 12 3 4 5 0 12 
Handgun .. . . ....... . 9 2 4 3 0 10 3 2 5 0 10 
Rifle . • • • • 0 • • •• • • • 2 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Shotgun ...... . ... . . 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 
Knife .... . . . . .. . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Personal weapon . . . . . . . . 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
100.0 3 100.0 
- 3 -
- 0 
-
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
1979 
Upper 
Head torso Multiple 
1 3 3 
1 2 2 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
Unknown 
Number Percent 
24 100.0 
20 -
0 -
0 -
3 -
1 -
0 -
0 -
0 
-
Other, 
unknown 
5 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
' 
Sex, race, and age 
TOTAL . . . . . . 
Sex 
Male 
Female 
Race 
White .. 
Mexican -American 
Negro 
Other .. . . . 
Age 
Under 15 
15- 19 
20- 24 
25- 29 
30- 34 
35- 39 
40- 44 
45- 49 
50- 54 
55- 59 
60- 64 
65- 69 
70- 74 
Under 20 
20-29 
30-39 
40 and over 
TABLE 70 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
1977 1978 
Number Percent Number Percent Number 
97 100.0 87 100.0 102 
95 97.9 85 97.7 100 
2 2.1 2 2.3 2 
44 45.4 41 47 .1 41 
19 19.6 17 19.5 18 
31 32.0 27 31 .0 43 
3 3.1 2 2.3 0 
1 1.0 0 .0 0 
7 7.2 12 13.8 8 
23 23.7 24 27.6 28 
25 25.8 17 19.5 21 
15 15.5 12 13.8 13 
9 9.3 6 6.9 11 
4 4.1 6 6.9 6 
4 4 .1 3 3.4 6 
5 5.2 1 1.1 3 
1 1.0 1 1.1 1 
3 3.1 3 3.4 1 
0 .0 2 2.3 2 
0 .0 0 .0 2 
8 8 .2 12 13.8 8 
48 49.5 41 47.1 49 
24 24.7 18 20.7 24 
17 17.5 16 18.4 21 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding . 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
98.0 
2 .0 
40.2 
17.6 
42.2 
.0 
.0 
7.8 
27.5 
20.6 
12.7 
10.8 
5.9 
5.9 
2 .9 
1.0 
1.0 
2.0 
2.0 
7.8 
48.0 
23.5 
20.6 
87 
88 
Location of homicide 
TOTAL 0 0 0. 
Victim's residence 
Other residence 
Hotel, motel .. 
Liquor businessa 
Other business 
Parking lot . .. 
Street, sidewalk 
Park, school, field 
In vehicle 
Other • 0 • • 
Unknown . . 
Victim's residence b . 
Other residence 
Street, sidewalk 
In vehicle 
Other • 0 0 • • 
TABLE 71 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Location of Homicide 
1977 1978 
Number Percent Number Percent Number 
97 100.0 87 100.0 102 
10 10.3 16 18.4 14 
6 6.2 4 4.6 7 
1 1.0 1 1.1 1 
5 5.2 1 1.1 2 
5 5.2 5 5.7 6 
2 2.1 2 2.3 3 
54 55.7 18 20.7 20 
0 .0 6 6.9 3 
3 3.1 13 14.9 5 
2 2.1 1 1.1 1 
9 9.3 20 23.0 40 
10 11.4 16 23.9 14 
6 6.8 4 6.0 7 
54 61 .4 18 26.9 20 
3 3.4 13 19.4 5 
15 17.0 16 23.9 16 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
13.7 
6 .9 
1.0 
2.0 
5.9 
2.9 
19.6 
2.9 
4.9 
1.0 
39.2 
22.6 
11.3 
32.3 
8 .1 
25.8 
~Uquor stores, bars, and cocktail lounges. 
The percent of this location group, as well as percents of the following groups , was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 72 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Type of Weapon 
1977 1978 
Type of weapon Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL 97 100.0 87 100.0 102 
Handgun 77 79.4 68 78.2 78 
Rifle .. 0 .0 0 .0 1 
Shotgun 18 18.6 17 19.5 15 
Firearm- unknown 2 2.1 1 1.1 7 
Other 0 .0 1 1.1 1 
Unknown .. 0 .0 0 .0 0 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding . 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
76.5 
1.0 
14.7 
6.9 
1.0 
.0 
TABLE 73 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Contributing Circumstance 
1977 1978 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Pe rcent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL •• • 0 97 100.0 87 100.0 102 
·Felon attacked peace 
officer .. . . . 44 45.4 53 60.9 61 
Felon attacked citizen . 2 2.1 1 1.1 2 
Felon attempted flight 
from crime .... 6 6.2 7 8.0 7 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime . 26 26.8 8 9.2 17 
Fe I on resisted arrest 18 18.6 18 20.7 12 
Unknown . . . ... 1 1.0 0 .0 3 
Felon attacked peace 
officer 8 . . . . 44 45.8 53 60.9 61 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime. 26 27.1 8 9.2 17 
Felon resisted arrest 18 18.8 18 20.7 12 
Other •• ••• 0 • • 8 8.3 8 9.2 9 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
59.8 
2.0 
6 .9 
16.7 
11 .8 
2.9 
61.6 
17.2 
12.1 
9.1 
aThe pe~cent of this contributing circumstance group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal 
of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
89 
90 
Sex, race, and age 
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 
Sex 
Male 
Female 
Race 
White 0 0 .... 
Mexican-American 
Negro 0 0 
Other 0 0 
Unknown 
Age 
Under 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25- 29 
30-34 
35-39 
40- 44 
45-49 
50- 54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70 or older 
Unknown 
Under 20a. 
20-29 0 0 
30-39 0 0 
40 and over 
TABLE 74 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1977,1978, AND 1979 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
1977 1978 
Number Percent Number Percent Number 
44 100.0 58 100.0 60 
44 100.0 57 98.3 59 
0 .0 1 1.7 1 
11 25.0 20 34.5 16 
7 15.9 12 20.7 21 
23 52.3 24 41.4 21 
2 4.5 2 3.4 1 
1 2.3 0 .0 1 
1 2.3 0 .0 0 
9 20.5 11 19.0 11 
18 40.9 13 22.4 15 
10 22.7 15 25.9 15 
1 2.3 9 15.5 8 
2 4.5 4 6.9 1 
1 2.3 1 1.7 5 
1 2.3 1 1.7 2 
0 .0 0 .0 2 
0 .0 0 .0 0 
0 .0 1 1.7 0 
0 .0 0 .0 0 
0 .0 1 1.7 0 
1 2.3 2 3.4 1 
10 23.3 11 19.6 11 
28 65.1 28 50.0 30 
3 7.0 13 23.2 9 
2 4.7 4 7.1 9 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
98.3 
1.7 
26.7 
35.0 
35.0 
1.7 
1.7 
.0 
18.3 
25.0 
25.0 
13.3 
1.7 
8.3 
3.3 
3.3 
.0 
.0 
.0 
.0 
1.7 
18.6 
50.8 
15.3 
15.3 
aThe percent of this age group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. · 
TABLE 75 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Location of Homicide 
1977 1978 
Location of homicide Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL .. . 44 100.0 58 100.0 60 
Victim's residence 1 2.3 4 6.9 2 
Citizen's residence 11 25.0 17 29.3 23 
Other residence 1 2.3 1 1.7 2 
Hotel, motel 0 .0 0 .0 0 
Liquor business a . 7 15.9 8 13.8 8 
Other business 12 27.3 11 19.0 11 
Parking lot . . . 1 2 .3 2 3.4 0 
Street, sidewalk 6 13.6 4 6.9 2 
In vehicle 0 .0 1 1.7 0 
Other . . . . 1 2.3 0 .0 1 
Unknown ... 4 9.1 10 17.2 11 
Citizen's residenceb . 11 27 .5 17 . 35.4 23 
Liquor or other 
business . . .. 19 47.5 19 39.6 19 
Other ... . . . . . 10 25.0 12 25.0 7 
a 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
3 .3 
38.3 
3.3 
.0 
13.3 
18.3 
.0 
3 .3 
.0 
1.7 
18.3 
46.9 
38.8 
14.3 
bLiquor stores, bars, and cocktail lounges. 
The percent of this location group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding . 
TABLE 76 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Type of Weapon 
1977 1978 
Type of weapon Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL 44 100.0 58 100.0 60 
Handgun 36 81.8 44 75.9 37 
Rifle 2 4 .5 3 5.2 7 
Shotgun 4 9 .1 6 10.3 7 
Firearm· unknown 1 2.3 4 6 .9 5 
Other ... . . . . 1 2.3 1 1.7 4 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
61 .7 
11 .7 
11 .7 
8 .3 
6.7 
91 
92 
TABLE 77 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1977, 1978, AND 1979 
Contributing Circumstance 
1977 1978 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Percent Number Percent Number 
TOTAL • 0 •• 44 100.0 58 100.0 60 
Felon attacked citizen 4 9.1 7 12.1 13 
Felon attempted flight 
from crime .• 0. 0 .0 2 3.4 0 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime . 34 77 .3 47 81 .0 47 
Felon resisted arrest . . 6 13.6 0 .0 0 
Unknown . . . . . .. 0 .0 2 3.4 0 
Felon attacked citizen a. 4 9.1 7 12.5 13 
Felon killed in 
commission of crime. 34 77.3 47 83.9 47 
Other • •••• 0 0 •• 6 13.6 2 3.6 0 
1979 
Percent 
100.0 
21.7 
.0 
78.3 
.0 
.0 
21.7 
78.3 
.0 
aThe percent of this contributing circumstance group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal 
of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
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